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- 1. By SEYMOUR HERSH
§ - . Specialto The New York Times

: »" WASHINGTON, Jan. 7 —
“: rPresident Ford was described
‘e« as being “angry” about pub-

.- lished reports that the Central

. Intelligence Agency had begun
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: -munist politicians in Italy.

.. Ron Nessen, the White House
. % press secretary, said that there

-\was “strong suspicion in the

. White House” that what he
| . termed the “allegations” about

el . CLA. had first been relayed
to reporters by members of
Congress “ who had received
: - - classified briefings on C.LA.

: “-operations, .
Speaking to reprters, Mr.
“"Nessen added that President
- Ford believed that “the mere
publication of allegations, whe-
ther true or false,” damaged
foreign policy.

Such reports, he said, “un-

dermine our capability to carry
out our foreign policy and
make it difficult to, work with
and continue to have a relation-
ship with fn‘t;gds and allies
’ ce=seround the world.” .
: " t™ Publication of such stories.
Mr, NessWen said, raises ques-
tions in the White House,
*“about how to responsibly deal
with Congressional interest in
playing an increased role in
foreizn policy and intelligence
“policy.”

Other White House officials
confirmed later that Mthe
C.LA. had been- authorized last
‘month by President Ford to
provide S6 million in secret
subsidies in Italy in an eifort
to prevent further Communist
! = gains in national and local elec-
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.- tions, .
t*r Separate subcommittces of

»»the House and Senate warz
v briefed about the covert spend.)
i~ing last monih after Presidert
o#Ford bad approved the C.IA.
e- program.

*~ The practice of giving such
.secrct briefings began a year
~220, shortly arier Congress ap-
" proved an amendment to the
1974 Foreizn Assistance Act
“calling for the C.LA. to report
*=all tiandestine overseas politi-
v:cal operaiions .in a timely fash-
+7i90" (o the “appropriate com-
o mittees of the Congress.” }
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< The amendment, whi~h was‘
*. propesed by Representative Leo
:.J. Ryan, a sécond term Demo-
s xerat from California, specifical-
« ly called upon the CIA. to
* give briefings to the Senatel

f%g‘%_ksm:xs_mmmm’
AR ¢ . House Interpational
«-Relations  Committee, thus!
i seeming to provide those com-i
=-mittees with their first officia !
T activities.
= First Brieting Year Ago - ’
< The first such briefings came
.- last January and dealt, at Jeast!
--in part, with the C.LA.'s initial’
undertaking in what was to
..be a major effort to prevent
~the Popular Movement for the
“:liberation of Angola from con-
wtrolling the Government when:
_~Angola gained independence.
~ In recent weeks, as the public
.~debate over the C.LA's secret'
».operations intensified—with an
‘.inevitable " increase in the
amount of confidential material
. that was published in newspa-
= pers—a numNer of legislators
:-have complained that the in-
~creased  knowledge .about
=C.ILA. activities has not in-
..creased Congressional authori-
Ity.
.. “The passage of my amend-
wment was supposed to open
“things up,” Mr. Ryan said in
~a telephone interview today.
.“Somehow the assumption was
~that if the C.LA. has to tell
more people, things wiill
wchange. Well, it didn't.r |
<. “What we don’t have,” added
= Mr. Ryan, who is a member of.
~the oversizat committee that
=was_briefed about Italy last,
“on Dec, 9, “is some form of
- approval aad disapproval.”
~ He said that he was dijs-
-turbed by the fact that he and
-his colleagues learned of the
C.LA. programs only after they
“kad been formally approved by
the President and put into ef- .
iect.

Washington sources said that
tie New York Times erred in
reporting today that John A.
\iaize, Ambassador to itaiy,*

kad cbiected to the CIA. pro-
#ram of covart financial 2'd to
and-Commuaist lialian politi-
ciang Mro Volna was actuallv
amierg dieh-level oificials who
i such acticn, the sources
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