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ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

i1 April 19€0
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; usmg*Amencan news reporters as
5, part-ume spies? . ’l'he, “question ."arose
againf* ‘Thursday::in aa-«contmntation
between CIA Director. Stansﬁeld Turner
. and’'some of the nation’ top ewspaper,:
. editors, .. EF :
~Turner had ‘addressed the~conventiont
< of the- American’ Society-of Newspaper
" Editors..
.period, A.M. Rosenthal; executive editor”
' of . The: New York ;Times, - rermnded'
Turner .that his predecessor, George: -
Bush, had issued an order in 1974 banning’
the .CIA’s use ot American
correspondents. - .
-**Have you changed it?" Rosenthal as‘(ed
, “Yes,””. Turner: replied.** He- "lnsisted
“ however,. that the change had ‘been. made inl’
1977 and was tully publicized at the time.-~: -~ ¢
" “The- change- allowed - the-- director “to, -
personally authorize exceptions to the ban. It
was .included. 'in.: the: CIA’S : intemanonal

Rt

had given permlsslon to the agenq' “to:. use
joumalists for. ﬂjntelligenca

> Turner: said: thas’ unde; S

‘three- journalists: had .. agreed™to. undertakew y

intelligence . assignments*“and ~ underwent!

' secrity: checks. He added that Rep.. Edward: 3

P. Boland, D-Mass, chairman of the House
" Intelligence Committee, had: ‘reviewed “the-
decision and “ftmncht pertectly reaeonable-.

A e A
Rosenthal._with: ‘the ‘support of- several-
other editors, objected ‘that such:use of-any:
-reporter “casts-into doubt the-ethical .and
. professional - position-:*of .. every.- o
‘correspondent serving abroad,’as: -well"as?

In a- question-and-answer '

-American’]

STAT

P
&
AN

added. that he would be “ashamed it I had to..
rely on a law to protect my ethics.”,
-Eugene" Patterson of: the St.. Petersburv :

Fla:) Times also objected to the CIA’s use of-
reporters-and promised .to comment on the
matter on his newspaper s edxtonal page e
B e :
Anothes' of ‘the: editors ‘told Turner ‘that ,
“I'some of ‘us ‘'would like to have a private\::
. session with you and give you a short. course -
~in the'role of the free press.” " .

LAt =

‘editor, he would fire a reporter who complied

_ thh a request to take on a CIA intelligence -
assxgnment Turner "said he would not; the
edxtor made it clear that he would

THE ARGU\!ENT borled down to a-
questxon of the editors® concept of a reporter’s
" devotion to his job versus Turner’s contept of
any citizen’s duty to serve his country if he -

 ‘was’in a special position toPerform a useful
'functxon —in this case,

Job for t.he CIA. .

In. argumg hxs case, 'l'umer seemed to
"expand the role he had in mind for the CIA’s
" occasional. use of Journalists to expand it at
least~ from~what - most’ ‘congressmen and
journalists have had in mind in the past.

.. In ‘earlier- discussions of - the matter,
attention--has ‘generally. ‘focused on the:
possibility, that _the-CIA might occasionally
hire a reporter part time to share information
that he: obtained in. the. normal course of hi '
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' Jmm discussed the issue;’
spoke< of.a. hypothetncal case in which-a -
reporter might be in a umqwdfon where

e e g

with* the - three -cases. J‘urner menuoned
_likewise suggested that’ such assngnments

" endangering every eompondent’s physxeal
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Amerlean correspondent: is not one of your~

‘that:’ my Ay

linvolved more than information sharing.
'Wlnle, they would not repeat details of the -
‘cases, they gave a hypothetical example that -,

4 ‘they said could be considered sxmilar toone of :‘“
" exceptions, partlc'nhﬂylndanlﬂ'm "h‘_’

said ‘a’ '-‘:staﬂ alde, an,,
can’ journalist working in "a .foreign ./

. 'ommtrymighthappentolivenextdoormthe~

.i{Soviet military-attache.: And the CIA, sotlns
examplewem.mlghtaskthoeormnond

Reporters

TURNER liEPLIED that ocher pations | use._, ’ch
their- journalists as intelligence.agents. He r

“He ‘asked Turner whether, if he were an s

however he &~ f

Reps ‘Boland and Les Aspin,” D-Wis.,’
airman of the House Intelligence Oversxght -
Subcommittee, both inquired into the threé
cases and concluded that Turner had not been .
.abusmg the loophole in the CIA regulations :
But- the grilling that the .editors gave
Turner suggested that they will remain farS

. ifrom satistied as long as even one American
i+ [news reporter is employed by the ClA-or as

long ‘as the director even retains the self--
assigned nght to use Amerlcan reportzrs as-
Ipart-time spies, .. % i - :

i emary «.rwn-,v,fum___ ok
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