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Interview with Galen W. Holsinger &~
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ise of Inquiy - to i . :
0 inqu i ; 5
| and to esta quire into various circumstances preceeding Ryan's

lis i :
T EhEe, h facts in case for subsequent consideration by the

nger - relationship to Ryan was close and personal

Ryan's fi ,
yan's first contact with the People's Temple (PT) through Sam Houston family

g%gug?“j§233 Sam]HOUStO“'S.SOH, was member of PT; had wanted to Teave the
T e pOG1ce felt it was accidental and the familty thought that
rder. Grandaughters were taken to Guyana to live in Jonestown.

Social Security checks were sent to Gu i i
yana - apgarently Bob or wife had signed

Olir power of attorney to PT; PT always demandgd that they have power of ]

ah oEney. Houston wanted grandaughters back because of these Social Security

checks and because of alleged unusual sexual practices of the group.

Sam Houston/Ryan meeting took place in early '77

Ryan's practice of pursuing constituent needs

Started.to hear from other families in San Mateo County and subsequently
other districts. PT located in San Francisco. Summer of '77 started keeping
records. Later '77 Ryan contacted State and Justice. Joe Fritas, District
Attorney for San Francisco contacted Ryan about another case.

Stoen custody stpry related on this page; reported that Jim Jones' practices

were to have sexual relations with all members of PT making them submissive

to him

Jetter to Vance from Ryan - asked that Jones' passport by investigated for
irregularities and any other pertinent investigative work that might help

to return Jones to US. Doug Bennett, Asst. Sec. of State responded saying that
there was nothing that they could do - State showed no interest and declined to

take action.

Judge ordered Jones to comé to Georgetown for Stoen hearing and decision.
Judge withdrew because of threats to his life and the Guyana courts drepred the

case.

Whenever Ryan was in touch with State on PT or Stoen matter, he would receive
communications from the PT in Guyana or San Francisco.

1singer suggests that there may have been Embassy infiltration but he had
ﬂg progf - rg%ered specifically to Richard McCoy. Received petition from
numerous Calif. residents saying they felt it would be best if Congressmen
didn't take a partisan position in custody matters litigated by private

citizens - refered to the Stoen case.

Ryan had been in contact with Rep. Giaimo on an investigation of cults

in gener al.
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Purpose of % : . : L
deagh e téng;%; 1i§ﬂ }gq%1rg into various circumstances preceeding Ryan's
SR s cts in case for subsequent consideration by the

Holsinger - relationship to Ryan was close and personal

Ryan's fi :
yan's first contact with the People's Temple (PT) through Sam Houston family

zagug?uzgggf Sam]HOUStO"'S.Son, was member of PT; had wanted to Teave the
g G police felt it was accidental and the familty thought that
murder. Grandaughters were taken to Guyana to Tlive in Jonestown.

Social Security checks were sent to Guyana - a

over power of attorney to PT; PT always demanded that the

H y have power of
attorney. Houston wanted grandaughters back because of these Social Security
checks and because of alleged unusual sexual practices of the group.

arently Bob or wife had signed

Sam Houston/Ryan meeting took place in early '77

Ryan's practice of pursuing constituent needs

Started to hear from other families in San Mateo County and subsequently
other districts. PT located in San Francisco. Summer of '77 started keeping
records. Later '77 Ryan contacted State and Justice. Joe Fritas, District
Attorney for San Francisco contacted Ryan about another case.

Stoen custody stpry related on this page; reported that Jim Jones' practices
to him

Jetter to Vance from Ryan - asked that Jones' passport by investigated for
irreqularities and any other pertinent investigative work that might help

to return Jones to US. Doug Bennett, Asst. Sec. of State responded saying that
there was nothing that they could do - State showed no interest and declined to
take action.

Judge ordered Jones to come to Georgetown for Stoen hearing and decision.
Judge withdrew because of threats to his 1ife and the Guyana courts drepred the

case.

Whenever Ryan was in touch with State on PT or Stoen matter, he would receive
communications from the PT in Guyana or San Francisco.

i ests that there may have been Embassy infiltration but he had
Eg1;lgg$r-siggered specifically to Richard McCoy. Received pet1t1on from
numerous Calif. residents saying they felt it would pe.best if Congressmen
didn't take a partisan position in custody matters litigated by private

citizens - refered to the Stoen case.

Ryan had been in contact with Rep. Giaimo on an investigation of cults

in gener”al.
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-ndN Rights Matter —.”
cited); charges are doc

Concerned Relat
umented fully,

ives issued formal complaint (text

State Dept. relying almost ¢ i
and from one man in particu]g:plﬁzily TS e sy, 1 Guyana

from Richard McCoy . State was simply rubber-stamping reports

Ryan built legal record of intervi i
11t ews with members of Concerned Relatives
and fugitives from Jonestown - looking for direct violations of law (eq.

I ’ i i i 1 L - .
1§§alsgg}gl.secu”ty’ etc.) Wil Holsinger, Joe Holsinger's son, compiled this

Derwinski agreed to go to Guyana, but at the Tast minute could not go.

Fall of 1978 Ryan convinced he had to go to Jonestown

Ryan denied assistance of Tegal aide from State to accompany him to Jonestown
Joe Holsinger was at the meeting between Ryan and Sam Houston

Correspondence Rev. Guy Young to Ryan
Ryan Tetter to Guy Young asking about accessibility of Temple in Guyana.

Bob Houston Death - Holsinger said that he couldn't fault authorities (police)
there were no compelling reasons for police to say that death was anything other
than accidental

Gordon Linsay - free-Tlance writer - compiled chronology of events dealing with
PT - did investigative work in Guyana.

Rev. Lester Kinsolving - S. Fran. Examiner religion editor - started articles on
PT as early as '71 or'72 but he was harrassed until he stopped (hounded by

BT . _
Steve Gavin of S. Fran Chronicle was removed as editor 'supposedly because his

thinking was compromised by the PT

Man named Poul McCloskey - tried to intervene on behalr of constituents in
PT matter. Talked to State and got no responses.

Fall 1978 Ryan decides to go to Guyana personha%ﬂ- Letter to Chairman on
October 4 asking permission to go.

Staff directed to make preparations. Jackie got info in Guyana and Holsinger

was to get info on cases

indicati i f State Virnon Vaky
dicating that Ryan met with Asst. Sec of nor
EgeEZrzggguggn;Qtown around 15 September. Ryan used Speier as a liaison
between himself and the State Departmgnt.
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-udl meeting with Concerned R i
S Eober 17 s elatives and ultimate decision to go

State Background briefings on potential trip (Summer 1978)

Prior to McCoy's reassi
signem
beferings, gnement to D.C. , someone other than McCoy did

Between time decided to ;
. go and the trip there were 2-3 weeks for State

Speier was doi L a
in them ng all of the briefings - Ryan wasn't really involved

State tried t? d%SCOurage Ryan's trip, They were satisfied with their
reports and didn't want to make waves.

§taff had gathered info on the dangers in Guyana but they were
ignored by State. State's biggest problem seemed to be with accomodations.

Contact between Ryan and Mark Lane. Lane may have been tipped off
as to what might be encountered by Miss Buford
Ryan aware of the claims of mass suicide rituals.

Ryan communication with Ashley Hewitt, Director of the Office of
Carribbean Affairs. This communication contained a copy of a telegram
to State from the Ambassador in Georgetown reporting a press
conference held by Mark Lane, attorney for PT.

Ryan sent wire to Rev. Jim Jones on Nov. 1, 1978
Ryan sent second wire to Amb. John Burke, American Amb. in Georgetown

State asked that Ryan work with Jim Jones through Mark Lane, Nov. 4, 1978
request was from Burke.

Burke's telegram contained the demands of PT - balanced Congressional
delegation with Black Caucus representatives; PT was to pick the .
press personnel; Mark Lane had to be at the meeting when the delegation
came to Jonestown. General counsel previously retained by PT was

Charles Garry.
Garry had been bypassed in deference to Lane

Schollaert returned the call to Lane — Lane wrote a letter to R¥an

on Nov. 6, letter was "scathing' and "Threatening' voicing Lane's
L3 b

objections to having his call returned by Schollaert.

Ryan's opinion on Embassy in Guyana was that people were a bunch of

turkeys.

Before his trip he felt that they were stonewalling him

yan got the Concerned Relatives a meeting with Fhe
tated enough by what Concerned Relatives said that

d started asking questions.

In Georgetown R i
Amb. — Amb. was agl
he called Jonestown an
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reople in party knew, including Ryanp - b
b]

S Potential danger.

: discount

vi i : ed be ; :

noezsiliia:igistlle action rather than Protectiveczzi:'lt e e vaiee

o o help, they claimed that they had lon. State had
1sposal to protect the delegation if Y had no means at their

something sh
Holsinger thinks Ryan re g should errupt.

u

g'isﬁzi Guyanese troops to accompany him to
X ause i : :

2 American groups. 1t was a private affair between

Ryan was aware of potential dan

er ; : :
protection from the Guyanese Gog to the point of requesting military

vernment.

Turneq out that PT did have considerable ammunit
arms into Guyana would have been fruitless
been Prbvocation and an excuse for trouble

ion and thus taking
Taking guns would have

No threatening phone calls

Did get tremendous volume of mail.
accompany him.

Not Leo's idea to have the press
Ryan didn't want publicity but Gordon Lindsay had valuable info - so

Ryan agreed to him going. (Originally thought that Lindasy's info was
overstated-but it all turned out to be true.)

Lindsay called to say that Nat'l. Enquirer was not going to run story
and he subsequently asked if NBC could go.

Reitermaq)s. Fran. Examiner expressed interest in going.

Members of interested families were informed where and when Leo was
going but they were to make there own arrangements.

Of 18 interested relatives - three were designated as spokespersons

and were to accompany Ryan into Jonestown. .
Holsinger contacted Chronicle to tell them of the trip.

Leo talked to Chronicle before he left.

Chronicle decided to send Ron Javers. So now there were 8 press ?en going
Tim Reiterman, Examiner photographer, Greg Robinson

4 NBC-TV crew, and Washington Post reporter

one of their stop over spots.

Examiner reporter,
Chronicle, Ron Javers,
Charles Krouse was to meet them on

Blatant attempt to Stop newsmen entry visas by Laurence Mann -

Guyanese Amb. toO the U.S. who was in D.C.

e that Concerned Relatives would pay

—HA

Understanding before Leo's departur
the tab for the trip.
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-avught in Ryan's mind was to have space available o

n the planes
from Jonestown to bring people out - second plane went to Port Kaituma
because of the amount of people who wanted out of Jonestown

Ryan thought that he would be denied access to Jonestown - media as a

protection because with the photographs he could bring them back to
Congress and say here is what it is - not what it is perported to be

Reports were that P? had compromised people in Guyanese Govt. including
Laurence Mann (Mention of his sleeping companion Paula Adams, who
was a PT member.) There were reports of $1 million dollars to the

- Forbes Burnham Govt. had no verification of these reports which were

gathered from defectors.

Holsinger questioned whether McCoy was on Jones' payroll but there
was no real evidence and State had completely exonerated him.

Ryan Office Record contains names, addresses, and telephone #'s of
practically all defectors that survived and gave information to Ryan

According to Holsinger the original plan for the assault was that
Larry Layton was to shoot the plane down in mid-air

Only means of communication between Jonestown and Georgetown was
PT radio.

A description of things that happened at the airstrip. Had previous
information on suicide ritual from defectors who said that Jones had
a need to test his followers.

All information they had on Jonestown was from Defectors—— had little or
nothing from State Dept. or Exec. Branch

State suggested to be careful of Laurence Mann.
Theory of mutual protection between Ryan and the newsmen.

Scenario as to what happened in Georgetown.

Amb. call to Jonestown was the first crack in Elaborate structure of PT
protection - Jones called for Lane and Garry

Method of departure from Jonestown of Lane and Garry

Garry's anger and meeting between Holsinger and Garry.

Holsinger alleges that Garry and Lane were told that Ryan was to be Killed.

and Lane/Garry story are contradictory. Don Sly was man
ife Ryan in Jonestown, was also man who took
i1l be alive -this is all con-

Holsinger

who threatened to kn

Lane and Garry out of Jonestown - might st

jecture.

: i d to
rotection for Speier when she returne
Holsinger% efforts to get P

rotective agenciesin US.
U.S. were consid?;id‘ P"tﬁcgsf?ﬂﬁyrvbvy =0
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_asGUTIVE SESSION

INTERVIEW OF GALEN W. "JOE'" HOLSINGER

Monday, December 4, 1978

House of Representatives,

Committee on International
Relations,

Washington, D.C.
The staff interview began, pursuant to notice, at 2:25
p.m. in Room 2172, Rayburn House Office Building.
Present: Galen W. "Joe" Holsinger, Former Administrative

Assistant to Representative Leo J. Ryan;. George R. Berdes,

Staff Consultant; -Femes—T—Schollaerts S+aff—Comsuttartes. Tom
Smeeton, Minority Staff Consultant; and Ivo Spalatin, Subcom-
mittee on International Security and Scientific Affairs,

Subcommittee Staff Director.

Mr. Berdes. My name is George Berdes, staff member of

the House International Relations Committee. Also present

are staff members of this inquiry into the death pfSREpresens

tative Leo Ryan, and the resulting incident at Jonestown,

Guyana -- IVO Spalatin, the Subcommittee on International

Security and gcientific Developments, and Thomas Smeeton of

the minority Sl i

our purpose, at the direction of Chairman zablocki, is

arsSION

EKEUUT}VE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

2

23

24

25

2

to inquire into the various circumstances preceding Represen-
tative Ryan's death, to establish as much as possible the facts
in that case for subsequent consideration by the full committee
The gentleman present to be questioned is Mr. Joe
Holsinger, Administrative Assistant to Representative Ryan.
I think we could begin the session, Joe, by asking you
to background briefly some of the history of your association

with Leo Ryan, how long you have been with him, and any other

pertinent facts that come to mind.

Mr. Holsinger. Okay.

T have been employed as Leo Ryan's Administrative
Assistant since January 1, 1975. My practice was that T would
spend approximately half of my time in Washington and half
in the district office.

Because Leo placed great emphasis on constituent service,
all of our constituent work was done from the district office.
Our legislative work was done in the Washington office.

We had a close personal relationship. We had been very
close personal friends since 1974. Correction -- make that
1964. Since the Pierre Salinger campaign for the Senate.

Leo had a home in Washington. I had a home in San Mateo
County. We shared each other's homes when we Were in
Washington OT California.

I guess -- We have both described one another as our

closest personal friends. Prior to my taking on the job oif

i\
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Admini iv :
tnistrative Assistant, I was a businessman in California

In two areas; mostly in the public seating school furniture

distribution business, which bears my name. I sold it to my

employees in 1971 when I went to Southern California, Orange

County, with a company called Dunn Properties Corporation,

first as National Market Director and then as president for

two years.

I returned from there after four years to the Bay area.
At that time I joined Jeo's staff.

Mr. Berdes. 1In his district office.

Mr. Holsinger. Both offices. I took over as Administra-
tive Assistant in charge of both fo}ces.

Mr. Berdes. Whearwésﬂfhé firstfgéﬁtact that—you—are
aweare—of made with Leo Ryan's office regarding the Peoples
Temple?

Mr. Holsinger. It was early, around March, but early
1977, about a year and a half ago. Excuse me -- I thought --
there is something missing from here. It must be over at our
district office -- I mean, over at our office  over heres I
will have to find it.

¥ It was a record, it is a very important record, of a
letter he received from the Sam Houston family, San Bruno,
thanking him for stopping by at their home to

California,

discuss this family problem, which turned out to be related

to the Peoples Temple.

/ / "v it ] ]
1 / / b y /y } o~ L/
A # i 1 / r§ 2 ol e ( y CLALKr i e ‘J”J‘L{-"u.i
b > ¥ { ., »
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Leo's practice was instead of holding large public

meetings in the district, was to visit to the homes of con-

Stituents, one family at g time, to discuss their problems.

He said he had a better feel of the distriect that way, rather

than the confrontation type of thing.

It was very quiet, never publicized. But he did say in
his newsletter if anyone wanted to talk to him, he would

arrange a meeting in their homes, just one family at a time,

L)

20 or 30 minutes.

Sam Houston is a wire service photographer who has known
Leo for a long time. They were friends for some 25 years or
so. As a matter of fact, the history goes back to 1960, at
least, when Leo, as a teacher at Capucino High School in
San Mateo County, was the faculty adviser to the Capucino
High School band, which they brought back for the Kennedy
inaugural. They marched in the inaugural.

Sam Houston came along as the photographer, I think it
was, for UPI or AP. I am not sure which. They roomed together
here in the Capitol during that week's visit with the band.
That is why Sam's letter, when I get that copy to you, is
addressed "Hello Roommate,' because of that occasion here.

Sam had lost his voice becahse he had I think cancer of
the larnyx. So, when we were there he had to write his
ges on a 1ittle chalk board he had. Sam's wife was also

messa

present.
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Sam now has an electronic device he puts to his throat

so he can talk.

The story was a rather difficult story. It seems that

their son, Bob Houston, had joined the Peoples Temple. Bob

had been a student of Leo's. Leo had been his high school

teacher at Capucino, so Leo knew Bob personally.

Bob had a wife and two children, two daughters. The story

as I recall it, was that Bob had decided to leave the Peoples
Temple. He was working two jobs, day and night, and giving
all of his earnings to the Temple. As I recall, he had sold
the home or mortgaged the family home to give that money to
the Peoples Temple.

According to the family, he was going to leave the Temple.
As a matter of fact, it was there -- as I recall it, he had
told them he was going to leave the Peoples Temple. He
decided he was not going to be a member anymore.

One of his jobs was down at the railroad yards at night,

v Collerd.

around Third and Townsend, in San Francisco4 I am not quite
sure whether it was outside work. He was found dead the next
morning of a blow on the head.

The police ruled it accidental death, as if he had fallen.
The family was sure he had been murdered.

Their concern was that their two granddaughters had been
to Jonestown. The mother, I believe, had

taken to Guyana,

gone to Jonestown originally, or perhaps had accompanied them,
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I am not sure of ElgIhE
Mr. Berdes. Thar is Bob Houston's wife?

Mr. Holsinger. VYes. The letter will explain this in

detail. I have the letter, T just -- somehow the copy is

misplaced. Maybe somebody is making a copy of it in the

office. I don't know. That will make it very clear, the

circumstances.

But their concern was for their two granddaughters who

were alone in Jonestown, without any relatives there at all.
They related that the Social Security checks after Bob's death
were being sent to Guyana, that apparently Bob or his wife

or both had signed the usual powers of attorney that the
Peoples Temple alwavs demanded from everybody.

They got these in advance, giving them almost complete
charge over peoples' lives. Anything they did, they could
always say, ''We have the power of attorney." So, the Houston
family were trying to get these two granddaughters returned
there for two reasons. Well, several reasons.

Of course, they wanted them back. But they thought they
were being held there for two reasons. One was the money,
the Social Security checks, which they obviously were being
used by the Peoples Temple, and by Jim Jones. The second was
that they had heard of the unusual sexual practices that were

being practiced by Jones and others and they felt their two

/ young granddaughters were subject to being misused in that
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fashion. They were afraid of that,
Mr. Berdes. How old were those girls? Peo—youhave—any
—idea?
Mr. Holsinger. Well, they are in their -- as I Eecalil

they are in their early teens. I take it at the present they

would have been, if they had survived, I think this year 14

and 15. At that time they would have been two years minus that

about two years minus that. Call that 12 and 14, something
like that.

So, it was a very emotional meeting. They had a lot of
clippings, a lot of evidence, a lot of clippings on the Peoples
Temple. They related in great detail the problems of the
Peoples Temple to Leo.

It was a rather emotional meeting -- Sammy is a little
guy, and Leo is a big man -- they embraced each other. Sammy
was crying. Leo patted him on the shoulder and said, "Sammy,
I tell you whatever I can do to get your granddaughters back
and make sure they are safe I will do, no matter what the
cost."

Mr. Berdes. When did that meeting take place?

Mr. Holsinger. In early 1977. I looked for the date

on the letter. The way the letter had been photocopied, it

didn't show a date.
k that from our records. We always kept a

We can chec

record of his appointments.
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Mr. Berd e
t. berdes. That te=wEat Leo Ryan's first contact of

any kind with the Peoples Temple?

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct.

Mr. Berdes. Early 19779

Mr. Holsinger. Yesg. And Leo, as you may have heard,

put constituent service above all else in his work in the
House, serving the individual needs of his constituents and
the group need.

That was number one priority with Leo. He had a habit
or a practice of pursuing those constituent needs, determining
whether or not they were legitimate. If he took it as far as
he could, and if he found out that the concern was answered to
his satisfaction, and was proper, he would write to the
people or meet with them and say, "This is all I can do. I
consider this to be the case. 1In this case the agency is
correct or not." But he always followed through until a
decision was made.

Mr. Berdes. Okay.
wer

What other contacts from interested constituents hewve

beewr made to Leo and when regarding the Peoples Temple?

Mr. Holsinger. I have some of the records here with me.
As it turned out, this kind of opened the box because the

‘1 i sed.
Houston's knew other families who were distres

ili who have the
Leo said, 'Let me know any other families

same problem.'" So, we started hearing from other families

with similar problems. At first it was just within his
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distri i
1ct, in San Mateo County. But then, because Leo appeared

to be one of the fey Members of Congress who was interested

i . -
n the matter, and PUrsuing it, more and more people came call-

ing on us asking for our help, even outside the district.

The Peoples Temple was located in San Francisco, which

adjoins San Mateo County. The proportions of this whole thing

slowly unfolded. We just learned as we went along, but along
about last summer, Leo said, "Let's start keeping a record on
this."

Mr. Berdes. The summer of 1978%

Mr. Holsinger. The summer of 1977.

Mr. Berdes. Excuse me. All right.

Mr. Holsinger. And perhaps toward the fall. We started
making contacts with the State Department and with other
agencies.

Mr. Berdes. Within a period of approximately three to
four months the thing had mushroomed.

Mr. Holsinger. Mushroomed, okay. It mushroomed to the
point that by the latter part of 1977 Leo communicated with
both the State Department and the Justice Department on the
matter.

ﬁz;'we found that the courts were involved. The District

Attorney of San Francisco, Joe Freitas, SHCOUCSIOVCSG

contacted Leo and wrote him a letter enclosing a copy of a

court order obtained in Superior Court inrgalidorniarandering

~ ¢ !
s a0 PAR, L0048 "
"y ) iy ‘7 ) ey /lf o » i .
4 -
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e SN ANEE custody of Jack Victor Stoen to Grace Stoen

the mother. This was the son that James Jones claimed he had

sired, although ! i
gh the Stoens contention was that Jones was

sterile and that part of his Psychological problem was that he
felt that this boy, because Tim Stoen and Jones looked some-

what alike, this must be his son because he had intercourse

with Grace Stoen.

Jones' practice, from our reports, was that he had to
make everybody submissive to him by having sexual relations
with young and old, men and women, and that somehow bound them
to him.

So, this became a great controversy. But the court here
had ruled in favor of Grace Stoen. They then went through
the courts of Guyana. The Stoens went to Guyana to present the]
matter to the Guyana courts. The Guyana court apparently was
going to decide in favor of the Stoens. They had come
through --

Mr. Spalatin. Why did Freitas advise Ryan of this

development? Because he knew of Ryan's interest?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. He knew of Ryan's interest and he

couldn't get any help anywhere else.

Mr. Spalatin. Okay.

Mr. Holsinger. Apparently he had not received the same

m San Francisco.
reception from the Members of Congress fro

Mr. Spalatin. I see.
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M i
r. Holsinger. pgye knew that Leo was investigating this.
It was only natural he would get to the Congressman he knew,

who was on the International Relations Committee, and it was

4 natural thing -- Leo was g senior member of the International

Relations Committee from California

I think it was not g2 putdown of anybody else. It was
simply a matter of knowing Leo personally and knowing he was

on the IR committee and dealing through Leo. It seemed

proper.

/
/
s
5

‘fLeo wrote a letter to the Secretary of State, Cyrus
Vance, on December 3, 1977, and in his letter asked -- a copy
of the letter will be here for you -- asking that in effect,
that Jones' passport be investigated for any irregularities,
and that any other means be investigated that could be done
to return Jones to this country, to face this court order,
to answer this court order.

Jones had apparently fled to Jonestown and set up the Temple
there because he was afraid this court order would force him

to relinquish custody of his son, the boy he claimed was his.

}

ﬁ‘?iﬂe had a response from an Assistant Secretary of State

in charge of congressional affairs. Doug Bennett was the one

who responded for the Secretary.

In effect he said there was nothing they could. It would
have to go to the courts in Guyana. They declined to take

any action whatsoever, showed no interest in it. The letter
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is self-explanatory.

They proceeded in the courts in Guyana. The judge was

apparently ready to render g decision. Every indication was

to the Stoens it was going to be favorable to them and against
Jones.

Jones was ordered by the judge to bring the boy into
Georgetown for the hearing and for the decision, which Jones
refused to do. 1Instead, the judge withdrew from the case,
stating publicly that both he and his wife had received
anonymous phone calls threatening them with death if he did
not drop the case, if he did not withdraw from the case.

He withdrew from the case and the Guyana courts dropped
the matter and it was never heard again. They simply refused to
reassign it and dropped it.

Mr. Berdes. Some of the things that I have read on that
very subject, Hwoever, suggested that there had been some
form of communication between Jones in Guyana with his
people in California threatening some form of mass suicide
if it were pursued, that as a result in part the Stoens them-
selves apparently had requested that the matter be rescinded.

Mr. Holsinger. That is not correct.

Mr. Berdes. That is not correct?

Mr. Holsinger. The judge withdrew because of the threats

to his life. They did not rescind it.

Mr. Spalatin. The Guyanese judge.
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Mr. Holsinger. veg. An interesting thing to note here

L e ammemei o the file will bear

me out, whenever Leo was in touch with the State Department

Ut nenssl e T Peoples Temple or the Stoen matter

Or any other matter we would start getting letters immediately
from the Peoples Temple personnel either in Guyana or in San
Franeilses .

Now, if you are in touch with the State Department and
you realize that information is being passed along to people
being investigated almost immediately, you begin to wonder
just how the information from the State Department reaches
the Peoples Temple so quickly.

Mr. Spalatin. Are you implying by that that there was
some leak?

Mr. Holsinger. I am stating that there had to be some form
of direct communication by somebody in the employee of the
State Department, probably in Georgetown, who felt it part of
his job or her job to communicate the concerns being passed
along from the United States directly to the Peoples Temple.

Mr. Spalatin. You are saying that there is a possibility
that our Embassy in Georgetown may have been infiltrated?

Mr. Holsinger. No, I am not sure that is true at all. I
think that from the glimpse I had personally of at least one
member of the consular service there, I would say that he

might be -- it might even be sheer inadequacy or stupidity, the
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way he saw his job.

I have no proof that there was anything other than that.
1 .
But T wouldn't be Surprised that he was just an inadequate

person. I am referring specifically to Richard McCoy.

Mr. Spalatin. Perhaps we can return to that question. I

think we are establishing a pPreliminary record here. We would
like to proceed with thisﬁggggggggg?:f the chronology as best ¢4
we can Co establish at what point Leo decided to go to Guyana.

Mr. Holsinger. Okay. I would like to answer one more of
your questions before we go into that.

You asked about letters coming to Leo. At the time of
Leo's involvement with the Stoen case -- I have here a petition
signed by a great number of people, from all over California,
and the petition states in various forms that we, the under-
signed, are of the firm opinion that it would be inappropriate
and inadvisable for Members of Congress of the United States
to take a partisan position in the custody matter currently
being litigated by private citizens of the United States in
the courts of Guyana involving Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Stoen and
Reverend Jim Jones.

"Reverend Jones heads the Peoples Temple agricultural
mission located in the northwest region of Guyana. The project
is considered a model community by the Guyanese. It has great

credit to the image of Americans abroad.

"For U.S. Congressmen to take sides in a private custody
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issue w 1 i
ould only serve to LMpalr the good relations between

“these two nations."
Mr. i
r. Spalatin. When were those received, approximately?

Mr. i
1 Holsinger, They are not dated, so I can't be e
b

Hiteis approximately around the time that Leo got a letter from
a4 representative of the Peoples Temple telling him he was
sure that Leo's name was being used in vain in this matter,
and so Leo responded.

I have the date of Leo's response to that letter here.
It is my recollection it was in the summer of 1977. I would
1ike ‘€oi abk ‘at this &ine that E bevallowedt tol male a phone
call, because some of the records that are apparently removed
from this file are crucial to what I am telling you. I really

need to have those.

(Off the record)
Mr. Smeeton. ) It migh® be appropriate¥ie—nete—some—ofe.

the documents cited, 1et;er to Vancey the earlier document

from Mr. Houston to ; incorporateﬁflnto the record.

Mr. Holsinger. Everything I give you today will be yours

to choose for the record.

(Brief recess)

Mr. Berdes. Back on the record, please.

Mr. Spalatin. You were referring to the petition received|

Mr. Holsinger. I have that. I am referring to some

things here the letter from Sam Houston, and a few other

Ve / e ,d ,> Y
o "'/;,-,_7/ Ceig o /" ()‘I,/;"’-fo.e fd ( / Jz'ﬁf{”})’ A i

- 'l J Ve Y A
,ﬁ;g __[!4» /,A A ./'J»fl" L ikl / , 1NN })
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things that were early on which you are asking about

Y,

o 1 gete.
M uya;aLLu.—-Ee~€he~feiafi@ﬁship~"*~

What you have laid out so far, Joe, suggests
that there was a building momentum of interest on Leo's part
that led him to make thig overture to the Secretary of State
in December of 1977 on behalf of the Stoens, which apparently

was at least in part rebuffed, allegedly because of the State

Department's inability to do anything, that the issue then

continued to grow in Leo's mind,

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Berdes. And led him at some point to decide to go
to Guyana himself. Can you tell us when that happened or when
the thought emerged?

Mr. Holsinger. All right. I would say also he had also
been in touch with the Justice Department, along with Repre-
sentative Giaimo, about investigation of cults in general.

His interest grew not just for the Peoples Temple but with the
growing danger of cults calling themselves churches, acting
not as churches but either as political action groups or as
fund-raising groups, tax free.

I would say the momentum grew increasingly until

approximately the summer of 1978. The pressure kept building

and building. As we found more and more, more and more people

kept coming to Leo, both here and in the district. We began

to see a pattern that was quite frightening.
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One of the key issues was something called the human

rights matter, which was widely communicated. I have it here.

In“April of 1978 3 group called the Concerned Relatives

issued April 17 of 1978 a formal complaint, "An accusation of

human rights violations committed by Reverend James Warren
Jones against our children and relatives, Peoples Temple jungle
encampment in Guyana, South America."

i%’ It was a "To Whom It May Concern" release, quite documente
with affidavits signed and notarized on specific complaints.

I have attached here a copy of a newspaper article on that,
April 12, concerning these charges, that they had gone to the
press to try to get some action.

The charges themselves you can read for yourself and
judge for yourself.

Mr. Berdes. That article and those documents will be a
part of the record.

Mr. Holsinger. Were part of the record. They had a great
deal to do with Leo's increasing interest in what was happening
because they appealed not only to the United States, but this
document cites the violations under not only of our
Constitution, they quote the particular articles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the U.N.

General Assembly in 1948, and the Constitution of the Cooper-

ative Republic of Guyana, all being violated according to these

sworn statements.

i"( oy 2 (//’/
; - VT, vhq7 = { Muwwman. Koatts NS,
SA o A iy 5 ‘ f



Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight


10

11

12

15

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

Mr. Smeeton. Could T interject here just for a second.

As I recall, se=thdnle—Jaeled

= SRslit idve et tored—to-me——e.,

Jackie Speier indicated to me—F—thimk. back in October that

there were somewhere in the neighborhood of 200 wards of the

State of California, children, who were transferred to

Do you have any information on that or did you get any
J . N e Necrr A
information that would be pertinent to inser54aé—§his—aﬁmxor

discuss at this time?

Mr. Holsinger. I have a copy -- I wasn't sure what it was.
it was a list put out by the Peoples Temple itself purporting
to show how much money they were saving this country by having
those people down there rather than here, being paid up here.

I am not sure what it was.
That is one of the things I did not bring over. w
Mr. Smeeton. Do you have any indicationof the State of

California and &he people within the state sheo—would—be—e-

charged with the responsibility of overseeing how thesi;iégg;#ﬁ
were cared for making inquiries iayqeﬁfstowﬁ—zz asking >
e SavieE

to look into their care when he

Mr. Holsinger. There was no indication, to my knowledge,

of any official concern by any public group, including the

State of California. It was only the concerned relatives

and the fugitives from the Peoples Temple who were giving us
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this information and asking for assistance

Mr.
r. Berdes. By the Summer of 1978 the thought was pretty

firm in Leo's mind that something had to be done about this
and that he apparently was going to do it personally.
Isvthat walfaiy statement?

Mr. Holsinger. I don't think that that really jelled in

his mind at that time. T may be wrong. He kept trying to go

through official channels, through the State Department. I
know that he requested the State Department to send down --

he told me he had -- asked the State Department to send down a
special investigative group from Washington because he was
not satisfied with the reports that they were getting from
the Embassy, from the consular officials.

I personally checked with some friends of mine who
happened to beknowledgeable about affairs in the State
Department, and their report back to me was that the State
Department was relying almost completely on the reports from
the Embassy and from one man in particular that they were just
simply rubberstamping the reports put out by Richard McCoy.

Mr. Berdes. Okay. When did Leo reach the decision to

go to Jonestown?

Mr. Holsinger. It was in the fall of this year, fall of

1978. T am familiar with this because he hired my son to do

some part-time investigative work for him. My son, William

Holsinger, had worked here in Leo's office in 1973-74, for
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one year : ' .
year, after his graduation from college, as an intern
)

staf i
f assistant, for one year, after which time he returned

to California and Prepared to go into lay school.

My son graduated from lay school in May of this year,
from Hastings College of Law in San Francisco. He took his
bar exam in late July. Leo wanted to build a legal record of

all of the interviews with the members of the Concerned

Relatives and the fugitives. He was also looking for direct

violations of the law, whether Internal Revenue, Social
Security, whatever.

He wanted somebody trained in legal matters to conduct
those investigations because he said at that time, "It looks
like the only way we can get any answers on this thing is to
have me go myself, because no one else will do it."

He did not want to go. It was 5,000 miles away, in the
middle of the jungle. He made every effort he possibly could to
get anyone else to do it instead. He sent a letter to every
member of the California delegation asking them to accompany
him on the trip.

e asked other members of the International Relations

Committee to go down. He finally got one. Representative

Derwinski agreed to go. But at the last minute, for some

reason, Derwinski was not able to go.

Mr. Berdes. Can we discuss this legal brief that your son

was asked to pull together? Did that develop?
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Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Berdes. Have you got copies of it?

Mr. Holsinger. I have copies of only some of the inter-

views. I have tapes of others. It turned out that the quality

of the recorder that he used, that Leo sent him from Washington

was not good. My son's voice comes through very clearly in

the tfanscrlption. The tapes, the recordings of the interviews

wi;h these people were difficult to transcribe.
ﬁk I have a couple of them here. I also have over at our

office the tapes themselves, which with better electronic
equipment you may be able to transcribe yourself through your
facilities here. Those are available to you.

Mr. Berdes. The point, however, is that by the fall of
1978 these various efforts that Leo had exercised convinced
him that he personally was going to go to Guyana?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. Every other approach had been thwarted

He had a decision then whether he, too, was going to drop the
matter, as others had done, or whether he had to go himself

because no one else -- everyone else had been blocked.

This was a situation deep in the jungle, 5,000 miles away,

protected. I don't think anyone ever believed that one man,

even a Member of Congress, could ever penetrate the defenses

in depth that had been built, not only down there, but in

this country, with public opinion and with public officials

in this country. 2 a )
Q ( (sets o, AT Ao
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Mr. Berdes. So it Was at that point that he made hig
request of the chairman of this committee and to the State
Department to go to Guyana? -

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct,

Mr. Berdes. And he requested various meetings and briefing

in preparation for that effort, is thar correct?

Mr. Holsinger. He did. He also requested the State

Department send along a legal aide from their staff to accompan
him on the trip so that he would be sure not to violate any
international or any protocol between the countries.

He wanted that assistance. He was denied that assistance
in a letter that states--which I do not have here, but I am
getting--that they were too busy to send a legal assistant
along, a legal aide along from the State Department, which he
felt showed to him further indifference or perhaps blockage
by the State Department, who simply appeared not to want to
ruffle the waters and felt their official policy appeared to be
those 1,500 Americans or 1,000 Americans down there were no
concern of the state Department or of the Government of the

*.«‘P/
United States.gh
Mr. Berdes. Okay. That, I think, brings us to a point

where the next major issue, the adequacy of the State Depart-

i tion. I think we
ment's efforts have been called into ques

will turn the questioning over at this stage to Ivo Spalatin

and Tom Smeeton.

’)k = T o foeoted A - TTeAe, ‘Z‘:«)’j&-‘ﬁ%"

192)



Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

117/

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

Mr. Spalatin.

After the meeting with Sam Houston, expos-

ing Leo for the first time to the matter, and Leo

came back to his' office here in Washington, did he meet with
you and then presumably share with you the results of that

. L} !
meeting? Did that result in 5 dilrection tor yoll tol ~-

Mr. Holsinger. I was at the meeting with him.

Mr. Spalatin. I am sorry. I didn't realize that.

Mr. Holsinger. I accompanied him to that meeting with Sam
Houston.

Mr. Spalatin. Pursuant to that, what were some of the
first steps that you took on behalf of Leo in reference to
that? Did you contact the State Department pursuant to that,
or did youstart collecting data?

Mr. Holsinger. We started collecting data. We started
collecting data not only on the Houston case, but that led
us into obviously the Peoples Temple itself, what kind of a
group it was.

Even though Leo knew Sam personally he was very careful

to verify anything investigated because there were always

errors of judgment or opinions. So we started building a case,

a Sam Houston file, that was a constituent file, case matter.

That inevitably led us into more concerns with the

Peoples Temple, more cases coming in.

(0ff the record)

Mr. Spalatin. Back on the record.
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When was the first-égZZZZ;eﬂ&eﬂceL teleph

== one or

formal correspondence -. you had with the State Department

on this issue? Youreferreq earlier to the December 3, 1977

letter to Secretary Vance. Was there any communications prior

to December 3, 19772

Mr. Holsinger. I wiljl check that for the record.

Mr. Spalatin, Coupled with that, Joe, you made the obser-
vation, you said that whenever --

Mr. Holsinger. December L i

Mr. Spalatin. December 8, 1977 was that letter.

Mr. Holsinger. Right.

Mr. Spalatin. Was that the first one, to the best of your
knowledge?

Mr. Holsinger. I believe that was the first one of the
State Department. There were other communications earlier
that I am sure -- the reason I am sure of that --

Mr. Smeeton. Would they be to Justice also?

VT Mr. Holsinger. They could have been to Justice. The
reason I know it was an earlier communication, either with

Justice or State, is because I have here a letter dated --

it shows a date, the time stamped in, April 14, 1978, to

Congressman Ryan from Reverend Guy Young, Peoples Temple in

San Francisco. in which he says that somebody is misusing Leo's
’

indi i i t in the Stoen case.
name, and indicating an interes

It is a letter saying how great Jones is and how bad the

 /
/

/) ) {) ‘ 3
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Stoens are. It cl i
OSes by saying, "I want to forewarn you of

Chils it sugEENorn yOUur name, which I fee] sure youwuld no way

condone. Thank you for your attention,"

This was in Tésponse to some communication we made with

the State Department OT with the Justice about this case.

My. S Spalating So pPrior to --

Mr. Holsinger. April 14, which is the date we received
it. Prior to that time we had communicated with Justice or
State. This was an example of somebody knowing of our
interest officially and this was this letter received.

Leo's letter of Tesponse to this letter was dated May
15, 1978 and says, "Dear Reverend Young: Please be advised
that Tim Stoen does have my support in the effort to return
his son from Guyana. In addition, a long time friend of mine,
Bob Houston, a wire service photographer, has told me his
granddaughters are being held in Guyana.

"I am most concerned about the conflicting reports about

access to your church in Guyana. Please le me know if I may

visit your camp in Guyana as a part of my official oversight

plans for this year.

"Sincerely yours, Leo Ryan."

Mr. Spalatin. Joe, would it be possible to supply for

the record a listing in chronological order of the dates-and=

1 i either by phone or by letter, of communications
Lommanit-cationsy.,

1 c artment?
from Ryan's office to the State Dep
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Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

I will do that, uji‘, b (g /q (/

I or in favor of the Peoples

Temple, leading you to think thatr there wastigﬂgfgzzggq

inadequacy or Stupidity on behalf of the State Department or
outright complicity with members of the U.S. Government
either in the State Department or Justice Department or some-
where else, advising Jones and/or Peoples Temple individuals
of Ryan's interest in the case.

Is that correct?

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct. Rather than saying the
department, I would say some department personnel, because I
do not want to make a statement like that about the department

per se.

Mr. Spalatin. Okay. So is it safe to say that prior to
the December;%iletter you mentioned before tq4Vance %here had
been prior communications?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes, there were.

Mr. Spalatin. I see. That resulted ultimately in the

December A/ lictte s
Mr. Holsinger. Yes.
Mr. Spalatin. Okay.

Mr. Holsinger There were other cases involved, too,
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communication on other cases

Mr. Spalatin. Right, but ai1 related to Peoples Temple

and Jones and so on.

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct

LomiNiE you have anything.
Anidd Lidle b ddoovias kot

My Spaliatin:

Mr. Smeeton e :
[ - Yes, T Geuetemprmrrt cOLolTowup—atittie—irte~—
ﬁn

y on the local and state 1eve1.;quuﬁmmad_ﬁmmmvuu¢ earitera.,
Lemarks—that—they

e o g L .Ld.t_klug 1T Imformation or

lolerest—appasrently® In the wake of Houston's death, I gather
an investigation was conducted by local authorities and they
judged it to be an accident, is that correct?

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct.

Mr. Smeeton. Was there any effort by people related to
that investigation toL%zﬁzz%%?zZ;?bgé%ﬁ?Z;;erwards, after the
verdict was rendered that it was an accident, aside from the
Houstons?

Mr. Holsinger. No. That was our first information. The
case had already beenAdecided. They felt it had been decided
inadequately.

Mr. Smeeton. Did you get the impression it was a very
perfunctory type investigation, and that the local authorities

might have been intimidated?

Mr. Holsinger. I read the record on it. It was late at

- 3 I
night, mnobody else around. I do not fault the police

think it was one of those things where they clearly could not
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death.

Mr. Berdes. The Houstong =il otherwise on t

he basis of

. . ( . (>
instinct or factual 2&&&@Xi{bﬁﬂp (’

Mr. Holsinger. on the basis of the fact that their son
had told them he was going to leave the Peoples Temple, he
told them he was quitting. The night after he told them that
he was found dead. They felt it was more ihan coincidence.

Mr. Spalatin. You mentioned also earlieE,I thinkyié—wesi.
the Attorney General for San Francisco, Mr. Freitas.

Mr. Holsinger. District Attorney Freitas.

Mr. Spalatin. Okay. That Freitas had contacted Ryan
because they knew each other earlier, they had a relationship
from before, aad that he knew of Ryan's interest.

Mr. Holsinger. The Stoen case -- District Attorney

Freitas had cooperated in getting the court order. The

Stoens -- by that time Leo was interested in the case. This

had grown out of the Houston matter and others. He was the

only one apparently here -- one of the few -- who was

interested.

They came to him for help because he was on the Inter-

national Relations Committee and because he was in a neighborin

Uq




a free lance newsman,

named Gordon Lindsay, which ig the most complete record of

the chronology of €vents dealing with the Peoples Temple.

He had been down there, did a lot of investigative work

a year at least before ILeo gOt on to the matter.

working with the National Enquirer. He was very helpful to

us in our investigation.

I would like to make this material available to
the committee. However, because it is his personal property
and his right, I would give it to you for investigative reasons
only and ask that it not be used for any publication prior
to perhaps any hearings that might be held because it H'SNhis
personal property. But it is important to this investigation.

Mr. Berdes. The article has never been published, is
that correct?

Mr:. ‘Holisinger.! Fhat HsNecorreecik:

Mr. Smeeton. He is still working on it?

Mr. Holsinger. I assume so. It is information that is
so important I felt you should have it for your inveétigative

work, but not for publication.

Mr. Spalatin. You have it here?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.
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Mr.
r. Smeeton. A follow—up on this. 1Is there any substance

to the rumor that asg early as 1971 or LI, oy r;é}gious editor
. 5705[/ 'ZZ: 4
he San Francisco Examiner began a series on th -eh&éﬁf'

and other members of his faith?
Mr. Holsinger. The man's name is Reverend Lester Kinsolwvin

He did start some articles. There were personal attacks -- I

won't say personal attacks —- I mean statements made about

him. He was harrassed. I am not sure from what sources.,

Mr. Smeeton. Statements made by Kinsolving?

Mr. Holsinger. Against him, vilifying his character,
and so on. My impression at the time was he had been driven
out of the business because of these attacks on his character.
It is true that he was really hounded by the Peoples Temple
people. Whether or not they exerted any pressure on the news-
paper, I don't know.

But, we do know that the editor of one other large metro-
politan paper, according to his own statements--and this is
shown in the article--became personally very involved and
became convinced of the authenticity of Jones' commitment.

After a couple of years the editor, I think he was
probably -- the editor of this paper, the San Francisco
Chronicle, was removed as editor, Steve Gavin, because they

thought perhaps he may have been compromised in some way, at
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least his thinking wag compromised by the Peoples Temple

But T would like to g0 back, if 7 may, to the Gordon

Lindsay article for one point I would like to make. Another

gentleman you may wish to talk to -- and that is Paul McCloskey
The record shows McCloskey also tried to intervene on behalf
of constituents in the Peoples Temple matter

McCloskey Stated, and it ig shown in here, according to

thifs, 1 ¢ s true, that he pPersonally knew the Secretary of

State, Mr. Vance, and others in there, and he was sure he

was going to be able to get some response for them, that he
would be able to take care and help them with their complaints.

According to the article that is here -- I have not
talked to Mr. McCloskey about it -- the article states that
in essence Mr. McCloskey came back to them finally and said he
was unable to get any action or response in a positive fashion
from the State Department, despite his statement that he was
personally well acquainted with the top people in the depart-
ment and could get some action.

I state that because you may wish to talk to Mr. McCloskey).
Leo knew of this as well. It was part of his frustration --
anybody as dedicated and as competent as Mr. McCloskey is, if
he wasn't able to get any action from the State Department.

In essence, there was nothing else to do, except to quit

or to go.

Mr. Berdes. Okay.
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At that point, when Leo Ryan made hisg decision to g0 to

Guyana personally, wag the fall of 1978

Mr. Holsinger, That 4g correct,

Mr. Berdes, The latter patti ot September, roughly,

Mr. Holsinger, Well, sinsmveees 4 probability by September,

It was a definite decision made after he returned, after the
session was over. He was getting set to 0. He had several
meetings with the Concerned Relatives after the session of
Congress ended. He was home sometime on weekends,

Somewhere in that time, in October, after one of those
meetings, he had a meeting with them and said, "Okay, we are
going to do it, and let's prepare for it." That was, I
believe -- let me see if I can find the date of that. It was
at that point that the thing became changed from a maybe to
a definite '"Yes, we are going to do it."

Mr. Berdes. He has on record here with the committee a
letter dated October 4 in which he is requesting Chairman
4
Zablocki's permission to g0 to Guyana for that purpose.ﬁf

Mr. Holsinger. That was in preparation. In my mind at
tha time, if these interviews -- if anything else turned up to
help, or if the interviews with the members of the Concerned
Relatives had been such that -- he kept the back door opén
in his own mind, until the final meeting with the Concerned

Relatives.

He made the request indicating that -- the probability of

' ‘ / - ,j_,_-« i ) b,
NS L}ﬂ QM: o 7/7Q 05 )/{{{;‘70 M (?') A J{Jﬂ ) M'L:u?%‘»fi
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going.

Mr. Berdes. Well, he said, "I would like to travel to

Guyana during the week of November 712 to the 18th to review

the situation firsthand "

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct,

Mr. Berdes.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Berdes. Now, what did he ‘ask you to do?

Mr. Holsinger. Well, he had asked me all along to build a
record. But he asked Jackie Speier to get all the information
possible on Guyana itself, and the Government of Guyana, on
its Constitution, our relations with Guyana, the nature of
those relations, information from the Embassy about the mission
at Jonestown.

He asked my son and myself to prepare information from
the Concerned Relatives, who the children were of the relatives
down there who should be contacted, who was likely to be
friendly and who was likely to be hostile, the nature of the
key people down there on Jones' staff, complete background and
case histories on the key people involved, especially those of

the staff of Jones and the Concerned Relatives.

Mr. Berdes. This was approximately one month prior to

his anticipated departure?

Mr. Holsinger. We started a little before that. I think




HE eSS R R S A long ago as September

Mr. Smeeton.

say about the

15th, he met with Assistant Secretary of State Viron Vaky

concerning Jonestown and what was happening there. Is that an

accurate report? ¥h&h€ﬁmﬁh€@methfng~hrjr
g "Press—aecount._

Mr. Holsinger. To my recollection, that sounds accurate,

Mr. Berdes. Do you recall anything that he might have
said regarding that meeting with Vaky or did he take any
notes? Apparently based on that conversation he made up his
mind to go. Fdon't-rhigk -

Mr. Holsinger. Jackie would have those notes.

Mr. Spalatin. Was that the first meeting that Ryan had
with State Department officials or not?

Mr. Holsinger. Jackie will know that because I spent the
time back and forth/is the district. Leo used Jackie, who
was his Legislative Assistant and legal counsel, for most of
the communications with the State Department, not all because
I was back and forth and Jackie was here all the time,
because she was a legislative aide and legal counsel. He used
Jackie for most of the communications with the State

Department.

Mr. Spalatin. Do you recall, Joe, offhand if that

was the first meeting that Ryan had with the State Department?
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Mr. Holsinger. T 4o not know

Mr. Spalatin. Okay.

Mr. Smeet :
Smeeton., I got the lmpression from this aElte (e

[ ‘candit recal | which Paper published it -. . 14 z BeEeEs

that particular meeting he made Uup his mind to go

Mr. Holsinger. Well, I know for a fact that he always
kept a back door open down to the da=-
with the Concerned Relatives.

My son drew up the agenda for the meeting. At the end of
that meeting, when they had gone through all of this, it was
like a trial rum in his head. They went through. He came out
of that meeting. He looked at me rather grim faced and said,
"We are going."

ime I think he had had the thought in his

ct

Up until that
mind, hoping that it would not be rezlly that -- let me leaf
through here and get the exact dzte for that.

My son, for example, was involved in memorandums such as
aircraft arrangements in Guyana. He was checking on trans-

portation, he was checking on zall this sort of thing, the list

of residents possibly wanting to get out.

All right. The .date of the final meeting, the last date,
where he came out rather grim and said, "We are going,' because
they had now gotten down to everything, the last step along

the way --

Mr. Berdes. This is the date of the meeting with

l“l
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interested relatives --

Mr. Holsinger. Concerned Relatives,

Mr. Berdes. -- in California,

Mr. Holsinger. 1Ip California. I will give you the first

sentence from here, the firsit paragraph from here. It is
dated October 25, 1973,

Quote from Mr. Ryan: "I can, as a Member of Congress, use

State Department facilities in Georgetown, Guyana. Bringing
other people on the trip brings a different dimension to the
trip itself. Final approval for the trip is not in yet from
the State Department as per Jackie."

He goes on with quite a resume, including a statement
that, "I want you to understand my limitations and limitations
of the congressional group as a whole."

‘“fSo, this will be for your record here. It wason that
date that the final decision was made to go, and he was
rather grim about it because he wasn't looking forward to it.

Mr. Berdes. The date of that is October 257

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct.

Mr. Berdes. He was requesting the chairman's permission

to go on October 4.

Mr. Holsinger. That was preparatory. What I want to
point out to you is that he knew in advance that he could not

make up his mind at the last minute to go and expect to get

permission. He was boxed in by a time schedule.

- (Y VLA
e " At 7
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For example, he had -- et me get my calendar here --the

time of his going had to do with his other commitments as well.

Mr. Berdes. I see,
Mr. Holsinger. At the time he was planning to be back here
for hearings on whales, the saving of whales. That hearing he
had scheduled here for approximately that time was I believe

the 21st and the 22nd of November. Those hearings were later

rescheduled for the 28th and 29th of November, but he could
only do it between the election day and the hearings scheduled
here in Washington.

He was then to go out to the coast for some hearings on
the Outer Continental Shelf, oil drilling out there. He was
getting ready for it because if he waited until October 25
to go on November 14, it is quite likely he would not have
gotten the approval of the chairman.

He wanted to do that before Congress went out of session,
obviously. So, he was preparing.

Mr. Berdes. Joe, what I am trying to establish is the
time frame within which the decision to go was made and how
much time was therefore available for your staff to work
together with the State Department to get adequate background

briefings.

Mr. Holsinger. The background briefings started,

according to my recollection, sometime in the summer Qi 107815

that is, briefings on a potential trip.
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Mr. Smeeton. T : i
hat would pe Prior to McCoy's reassignment

Gor HastiEnB ol eorse cuiltist somebody other than McCoy began

these briefings, is that right?

Mr. Holsinger. T believe so.
Mr. Berdes. Who did that in your office -- Jackie Speier?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes,

Mr. Smeeton. Jackie was the one who handled that.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

M Berde sE Tnlany, event, that effort was renewed in a
more intensified way sometime in the latter part, the-zery.
tate—paxrt of October of 1978, and affected Jackie's request to
the State Department for formal briefings, background
sessions, and so on.

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct.

Mr. Berdes. Okay.

Mr. Holsinger. As I understand it, since I was -- I
went out to the district in, I guess it was, over the Labor
Day recess. I then stayed in the district from that point
through the election, in the district office. I was also,
of course, at the time working with my son on preparing the

case from the San Mateo - San Francisco area.

Mr. Berdes. Leo left the United States on November --

: i
Mr. Holsinger }iﬂhm

So what we are talking dout thexe in

Mr. Berdes. 1l4.

5
i artment briefing, was
thats=tm terms of a period State Dep ]




5.9
approximately &wo to' three weeks time

Mr. Holsinger. Yes, 1 have, for example, ga Ccopy here of

Jackie's report to Leo on the State Department background
briefings, which was a fairly light briefing.

§

W Let me get the €Xact briefing here for you. This was

earlier. October 12, 1978 ghe wrote an interoffice memo,
"State Department briefing on Guyana, and Peoples Temple
background on Guyana."

Now, that was the date of her memo -- I am not sure what
exact date she had. But to that she had attached information
on the USAID program for UCS S Fiscal year® 1197eie e also
had attached to it from the State Department background notes,
Guyana, the Department of State, November 1976.

This was all information that she attached to her
memo .

Mr. Spalatin. Pursuant to the October 25 meeting with the

concerned citizens and then Leo's decision to finally go, did

he meet again with State Department officials here in Washingto

and/or did Jackie?
Mr. Holsonger. Jackie did.

Mr. Spalatin. After October 257

Mr. Holsinger. Jackie did. I am not sure whether he

attended any of those or not. He came back to Washington on

November 10, on a Friday. H74eft here on November 14.

Whether he participated in any briefings during that period of

4 ) g (o sl 4 S gy Lho
:X-a q LA '!, “;1 .\'7 0,4 / i i A AP ‘41) / ; 4 '




[§5]

time or not,

YR COIIREe el st hinolc o e HWoSt if not all State Department

briefings with Jackie,

Mr. Berdes. Yes, we Plan to speak with him. Tom Smeeton

was also present.

Mr. Smeeton. I was at one that occurred on the 25th of

October, according to my notes.

ros

=
i

r. Berdes. Okay.

Mr. Spalatin. Did Jackie ever mention to you or in any

memorandum to Ryan es—te any—expression how-would—rou-s_

characteriéérgzé State Department attitude about Ryan's
decision on October 25 to g0, Or even prior to that, about his
interest of potentially going?

Mr. Holsinger. They tried to discourage it.

Mr. Berdes. Why?

Mr. Holsinger. They seemed to feel satisfied with their
reports from the field that it was a benign situation, that
they had investigated the reports with the people, the

consular people in the Embassy, and so they seemed to really
back those up.

I think -- it is my own impression, and it was Leo's --
that they did not want to make waves, that this was a small
country. They were concerned perhaps with the image of the

United States as interfering in the smaller countries of

Central and South America.
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That seems ¢
€O have been 4 general policy set of noninter-

vention, not only because of the size -- the fact that it was

[ ) C i
a dependent country, a npew CMerging country, so to speak,

but also because of the matter of religious involvement,

religious overtones.

Thelr ‘constant themea was this was a matter between private

citizens, thst they had no jurisdiction in Guyana, and that

anybody who wzs down there they assumed from their reports

was down there voluntarily, they assumed were not being abused.

They even said in effect that they had a lot more communi-
cations in fzveor of the Peoples Temple than against it. So
they in effect zlmost took the matter of communications and
weighed them o see which one weighed heavier.

But we did not experience cooperation along the line from

almost any fzcet of the State Department. In our opinion,

~ -

there was definite discouragement of the trip, not for security
reasons, not for reasons of safety, or anything like that,
but whatever rezsons we could not determine -- there was a

policy that szid let's not get involved. ‘L ﬂ
2A-toul L

Mr. Berdes. Joe, are you aware or is there evident in any

2 . i i i ou
of Jackie Speier’'s memoes, or in her conversations with you,

7 o (g £
Cer-E4pt from the State Department % the potential danger

conveya;
involved?

T "oy T
Mr. Holsinger. No.

Mr. Berdes. Why, then, was she so apprehensive, as she
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over this trip?

Mr. Holsinger. Because we had gathered the information

onthe danger. Leo's staff had done it. We knew what the dangers

were. We tried to tell the State Department of that, but they

ignored us.

Mr. Berdes. Did they try to dissuade you from that view?

Mr. Holsinger. No, they contended there was no danger.

Me.“Bexdes. They did try to dissuade you.

Mr. Smeetonfi??%ﬁbinformation that you acquired, Joe,éiazf
you srere—able—t@ get éhe é+stine€. impression thgre might be |
real peril tofkeezand his party if they wentzgggfbé§z7b“u§5'7°d

Mr. Holsinger. We considered that possibility. You have
to understand that at that time we had conflicting reports,
and Leo was really not sure where the truth was. He was there
to determine for himself.

Mr. Smeeton. During this time frame, was he in touch with
Mark Lane, who after the fact now seems to indicate that he

was —& (UUDANL ﬁ?’¢é24,)£kﬂ§zoﬂa;z/'522¢4fj¢4/)

Mr. Holsinger. The only communication with Mark Lane

here -- I would like to hold that just a minute to respond

more fully here.

We sent information to the State Department on our

findings, what we had found, and the State Department never
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It seemed their attitude, if I can capsulize it, was they

were annoyed by Leo's troublemaking attitude, and that the

concern was mot so much -- never any thoughts of danger, they

never admitted there was any danger, never thought there

was any danger.

But this was simply a matter that they would rather
leave alone, and it was just too much trouble for them. But
they never ever asked him not to go, and they never warned of
any danger. They simply didn't want to be bothered, as
evidenced by the refusal to send a legal aide along from the
State Department upon his request.

Now, getting back to your question again, sir?

Mr. Smeeton. Well, I was following up regarding Mr. Lane.

Mr. Holsinger. Oh, yes.

Mr. Smeeton. And your determination that there maybe

was real peril -- your trying to make a determination, and

your getting mixed reports.

Mr. Holsinger. Let me give you the record on this.

Mr. Smeeton. For example, while you are looking, I will
just cite from a New York Times article that appeared today
in which Lane contends in an interview that Mr. Ryan and the

newsmen should have even been more aware of the dangers
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than he because they had access to defectors and others opposin

the Temple.

Mr. Holsinger. That is the information we passed along

to the State Department, which they ignored

There are State Department wWires in here, attached here.

Let me get the State Department wires, too.
Mr. Smeeton. The Same -stowwg _New York Times story, that

appears in today's paper indicates that Mr. Lane had been tippe

off as to what he might encounter there, what the party might

encounter, by a Miss Buford, who ;g;Z§£g:£g?:ery recently

defected, within the last month or two, and apparently she
told Lane prior to take-off for Jonestown of mass suicide
plans, the stockpiling of the zrms, and the use of drugs to
keep members in thrall.

This is according to Lane. This is a New York Times
7

¢ M A './,“r eyl
RANNAS VI LA -

story as of today. T 4/ s bl R =
Mr. Holsinger. Yes. We were aware of the mass suicide

ritual, or eclaims aboutl it.! We hadixzeports: about Hit:

Afkyjuzdnoubﬁ-%%?docz' YA
-+ea have access to €hate-

Mr. Smeeton. In that regard, ‘did
affidavit that was submitted by Miss Blakey on June 15, which
alludes to mass suicide rituals and so on?

Mr. Holsinger. We didn't get a copy of this, as I recall,
until around October because she was one of the people my
son was trying to interview. Her attorney kept advising her

to stay away, and she finally gave us access to Lo SaEsinn
’

uqQ

[@N
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October.

Pl SEIRSSIa S relating to Mark Lane., I have here a

memo from Jackie to My son, Will, on Guyana research, and at

the bottom of that, with my handwriting, is the date 9-25,

There was a phone call fron Richard McCoy to myself.

I might
read this as follows:
i "Richard McCoy, State Department, Caribbean Affairs, with
a phone number, 632-3449, lived in Jonestown 16 months. Mark

Lane at 9-19-78 press conference in Georgetown threatened
millions of dollars libel action versus Attorney General Bell,

CIA, FBI," et cetera.

question mark, end parentheses. This was my question to
myself, as to what the CCI meant.
Following that at that time --

Mr,” Bexdes, 'I am sorry. » ClarificatieonswWoulsayMecCoy

lived in Jonestown?

Mr. Holsinger. Well, I have Jonestown, but it really

. Y LI
was in Georgetown. He had written it down as Jonestown beeause

that is the way I wrote it down. However, then on September 26

y%i received communications, Leo got a communication from Ashley

Hewitt, Director of the Office of Caribbean Affairs, enclosing

a copy of a telegram to the department by the American Embassy

in Georgetown, reporting a recent press conference held by
H

the Peoples Temple attormey Mark Lane. e / ,}d \
,//, " !
(£ / L{( /

/i

CO:{Q ) A A , J /

W/ S Cae /Llﬁ( *’( /{ ﬁM (A

Then in parentheses, "CCI-Citizens Commission of Inquiry,"



Highlight


1w

46
"Knowing of YOUr interest ip the Peoples Temple

this report interesting,”

I have a copy here of that telegram about Mark Lane and his

press conference down there and his claims
That is for your record,
Following that, Leo sent a wire on November 1 to the

Reverend Jim Jones --

Mr. Berdes. 19787

Mr. Holsinger. 1978 -- concerning his visit. This was
after the October 25 meeting, obviously. The letter is a
conciliatory letter. It is an evenhanded letter. It is the
kind of thing that is very evenhanded. You can read the letter.

Requesting permission to visit there, to meet with them,
either in Georgetown or Jonestown, expressing in effect that
he wants to talk with the appropriate government officials,
and he is interested in their visit to Jonestown, and asking
their cooperation.gi

Mr. Berdes. Did he share the contents of that letter
with the State Department?

Mr. Holsinger. It shows carbon copies to Congressman

Derwinski, to John Brady, to International Relations Committee

here, and James Schollaert, who had been assigned apparently

to go with them.

It does not show the State Department on here. However,

this second wire was sent to John Burke, American Ambassador
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in Georgetown.

Mr. Spalatin, The same date?
Mr . Holsinger, Yes, same daiten Then he said to the
Ambassador,

recelved regarding Proposed congressional delegation trip to

Guyana." This was directly to Mr, Burke.

the Peoples Temple. Look forward to meeting with you.

Following is a text of g telegram I am sending to Reverend
‘ '.é‘
Jones." ™

So, he sent them the complete text. He is asking in
effect for them to help arrange -- from that point on, all
his contacts with the Government of Guyana and with the Peoples
Temple was to be made through the Embassy because that was
advised the proper way to handle it. Leo did everything the
right way.

Following this there was a communication to Leo from the
State Department, stating that the Peoples Temple wanted Leo
to work with Jim Jones. The date of this wire --

Mr. Spalatin. Jim Jones or Mark Lane?

Mr. Holsinger. I mean through Mark Lane.

Mr. Spalatin. Okay.

Mr. Holsinger. The date of this wire is November 4, 1978.

= P ‘

) } i b, | 1 / ? A4 B
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MESEEendechl Wasii: in response to the letter that you

just read?
Wil Holsinger. Yes

here —-%%»

M. Spalatin. Is this from Burke now or from --

» and in thig telegram, which I have

Mr. Holsinger. Yes, it dis Erome==

MrseSpalatin. o The Embassy?

MedSHallsimabri Sy e from the Embassy.

Mr. Spalatin. To Leo.

Mr. Holsinger. And it has the name of John Griffith on
it. It is referenced "McCoy Telecon, November 4, 1978."

It goes on to state the information about Leo's communication.
It had certain demands. They referred to certain demands the
Peoples Temple was making, such as having a balanced congress-
ional delegation of the Black Caucus to go, they were to

pick the newsmen to go, and Mark Lane had to be there.

Mr. Smeeton. Was Mark Lane Sws® signed on as legal counsel
shortly before this? I had the impression Garry was the long
time counsel.

Mr. Holsinger. That is part of the story. It said, '"The

representative also informed counsel that their response to

i hrough attorne
Congressman Ryan's cable would be communicated t g y

Mark Lane." It is signed "Burke."
I should state at this time that the general counsel

retained by the Peoples Temple was Charles Garry. My

"o fuerdd 4 Stadi Ot




Garry was

ready to quit because he had been bypassed and he wanted to

see the communi i I8 : ;
Nlcations I didn't show hin these, of course,

but I did show him Leo's wire and Mark Lane's response,
Leo's response to Mark Lane.
I did not show him the State Department material, I

just told him the State Department had advised us to work

through Mark Lane.
e
phoned our office in California, I guess it was --

anyhow, he had phoned for Leo around -- I am not sure whether
it was the 3rd of February or the 6th of February, Friday or
Monday.

Mr. Berdes. February? Ueu e N ovea iy,

Mr. Holsinger. November Excuse me. I am going too fast.

ond-L

He wanted to talk to Leo. Leglhad discussed the matter
in California and decided the appropriate response would be
to have Jim Schollaert, who is an attorney as well as being a
member of your staff, for him to respond to the other attorney,
since Lane was obviously the attorney for the Peoples Templé.
Leo said in effect, "I am a principal, I deal with
principals, I will have an attorney respond to the attorney."

Ar T ' e
There was the negotiation for Lane's request that th

visit be delayed, to fit his schedule, and so on.
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So, Leo had Jin Schollaert return the call,

rather scathing letter, g threatening letter, on November 6.

It says, '""Member of the Bar of the State of New York,"

is written from Memphis, Tennessee

Leo sat down and chuckled when he got the letter. He

spend two hours responding to the letter, underlining what

Lane had written, and then preparing his own response to it
' ’

which went out on November 10. ff

He wrote it on the 9th, but he left on the 10th and I had
it signed for him because he had written it out in longhand
and we had it signed for him,

Mr. Berdes. Essentially what was Mark Lane's objections
and what were Leo's responses, answers?

Mr. Holsinger. Lane's objection was that, first in the
wire, the wire that came from the State Department, that they
have members of the Black Caucus there; that he had to be
there as attorney; and that Leo was biased; that the State
Department -- Jonestown and the Peoples Temple had been
under attack by various agencies of the United States Govern-
ment; that they were interfering with the Peoples Temple, a
religious organization.

He was deciding what kind of action he was going to bring
against these agencies of the U.S. Government for violating

the rights of his client, that some of the members of the
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them in the United States. The Persecution continues.

Further, through a witch hunt conducted by a branch of

the U.S. Government they will be constrained to accept either

of the offers.

"You may judge, therefore, the lmportant consequences
which may flow from further persecution of the Peoples Temple,
which might very well result in the creation of an embarrassing
situation for the U.S. Government "

Mr. Berdes. Essentially that apparently is what he would
have told Leo Ryan if Leo had returned that call to him.

Mr. Holsinger. That in addition to the fact that the
timing was wrong, that he could not be there, that he had
to be there, and they had to have -- they would decide which
press should go in, and they would decide who should be on the
congressional delegation.

Mr. Berdes. May I ask you this. Did Leo Ryan ever
express an opinion regarding the adequacy or inadequacy of
the State Department's overall handling of this matter?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Berdes. Could you quote that opinion as accurately

as you possibly can for us?

Mr. Holsinger. I am trying to recall what he said by

phone from Guyana. It went through our Washington office. I
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have it now.

Mr. Berdes. Prior to his departure?

Mr. Holsinger, No, from Georgetown, while he was trying

to get over to Jonestown, Thursday night -- he left Fridday - -

the quotation that sticks in my mind, transferred through-our

office here to me, was that the people down there in the

Embassy were a bunch of turkeys, defe
L\"'{quc’-{'.\:k'~'f~%'(1 99 w‘rj;'w;é'iw f‘ S s PR 5 {M«u@é

Mr. Berdeskarlor to thatfk@

Mr.»Holsinger. Prior to that time, before he went, he
felt very frustrated, extremely frustrated, by the attitude
of the State Department. He felt they were stonewalling him.
He felt they were deliberately trying to obstruct his trip
and they were trying to discourage him as much as they possibly
could, that they didn't want to make waves, to quote him, that
they were in his mind abandoning the 1,200 people down there,

or so, and that they were -- again using his words -- white-
washing the whole thing.

Mr. Berdes. And after he got to Guyana, do I understand
correctlxlhe spoke with you on the phone from Guyana?

Mr. Holsinger. He did not. He talked to our office here
in Washington because it was much closer, and they relayed

the information to me.

Mr. Berdes. At that time he expressed the opinion that

the State Department representatives in our Embassy in

- rkeys'?
Georgetown, Guyana were "'a bunch of turkey
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Mr, Holsinger. Yes. He also said that it was gz familiar

pattern, that he had hag Similar difficulties, discouragement

by the Canadian Government -- pe was invited by Greenpeace to

g0 on the harp seal thing. They had tried to throw obstacles

in his way.
When he got to Guyana his reports were thaf he was trying

to break through to the American Ambassador, to get his

attention. He finally insisted on it and got a meeting of the
Concerned Relatives with the American Ambassador. It was at
that meeting that for the first time the Ambassador appeared
to pay much attention to what was going on.

He had to be impressed with those people. They were
always being shoved off on somebody else prior to that time.
It was at that meeting that the Ambassador became agitated
enough upon direct questioning to phone the Peoples Temple
house in Georgetown, to start asking some questions, and

that was the first break in the wall that Jones had erected

around the Peoples Temple through both the Government of

Guyana and our Embassy. : p
oLl

Mr. Berdes. That is exactly what Jackie Speier *5Fﬁﬁd5
ip—here in a New York Times interview of December 4.

Mr. Holsinger. I should tell you that I, of course,
have conversed with Tim Reiterman, the reporter for the
Examiner, and Ron Javers from the Chronicle, who were both

there observing the scene. So, I have not only the comment that
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came through from Leg!' i
g €0's office here, but the comments from the

press who survived the attack, and who are back in California

now. Th
ey, of course, are valuable Tesources for you as well

Mr. Berdes. Yes. ye surely intend to meet with them and

interview them.

At any time did Leo have any premonition of danger?

Mr. Holsinger. He knew --
Mr. Berdes. Did Jackie Speier convey to him her own sense

of danger?

Mr. Holsinger. Both Jackie and T did.

Mr. Berdes. Did he share that apprehension?

Mr. Holsinger. I would like to describe that situation,
ifile conlid:

As we went through it, we noticed from the reports and
all that we were reading that if these things were even halfway
true it was a dangerous situation. It was so bizarre that none
of us could comprehend at that time what it turned out to be.

I expressed to him my concern that these people -- it
could get out of control. If Irecall our conversation that he
and I had with the NBC-TV crew just before they left, they
came up from Los Angeles, I believe it was on the 9th of
November, a Thursday evening. We met at the airport Hilton
Hotel at San Francisco airport, and were discussing potential

danger because they had read the material, they had read this,

they were all aware of the danger themselves.
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They told me they had been in Vietnam, they had been in

Ireland, in the Middle East, they were used to SoThan

conditions, but this one looked perilous also, but they were

prepared. They had been through combat conditions.

Bob Brown, who was the TV cameraman, who was killed,
asked Leo -- in order to get them to understand what kind of
a man Leo was, T brought out the matter of his visit into
Fulsom Prison, his time there, eight days. So, I wanted them
to understand each other,

Bob Brown asked Leo his account of the prison and how
it had been in maximum security, they could have killed him
at any time, he was out in the yard with them, but they were
testing him, and he was testing them.

50, Leo stated his knees were jelly, to go out in the yard
but he had to do it. He was very afraid, but he had to do it.

So, Bob Brown asked him, he said, what was the single
most important lesson you learned out of your time at Fulsom.
Leo paused for quite a while and said, '""Well, I guess the
most important thing was a negative thing. I learned not to
be afraid anymore."

He said, "You really can't do your job if you allow
yourself to be afraid. You have to put fear behind you."

On the next day, on the way to the plane, I took him to

the plane and I was trying again to, in effect, not talk him

out of it, but perhaps to just caution him.
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Mr. Berdes. Heighten his awareness of the POtential

violence?

e HOISlnger. Yes, we had discussed it many times, We

If we took

any arms in. there; it could be viewed 48 an armed invasion or

an amed sortije.

Leo knew that, so the idea of taking arms in there would

be viewed as g hostile act, The State Department had no
inclination to help.

dilde =il Leo,

was that they had no means at their disposal to protect him

if anything should erupt.

Mr. Berdes. Was it ever suggested that Guyanese troops
might accompany them?

Mr. Holsinger. That was Leo's -- I think Leo did request
that but was told that the Government of Guyana could not --
it was a Private matter between two American private groups.

Mr. Berdes. Youare sure that Leo made such a request?

Mr. Holsinger. It was my impression. I am not sure
about it. Jackie would be more familiar with that down on the
scene.

So, in our conversation on the way to the airport we
discussed that, that there was no way to take arms in there

because it would be viewed as a hostile act, as Americans who
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attack upon the media, The media

7L (e oo 0 got the report
later, in New York -- they felt protected by the fact that a
member of Congress was along.
But Leo was -- he felt that he had to solve this problem

for these people. So, I said to him finally -- my final act

to talk him out of i1t, to make him aware or do something -- the
die is cast, you are trying to say can't we go back -- this
summer I took a vacation trip to Europe, my first trip to
Europe, and went to run with the bulls of Pamplona.

A friend went along that hadbeen there before. Leo tried
to talk me out of that. He almost ordered me to stay at home.
He was fretting at me 1like a mother hen. He insisted I not
go.

So, I did, and I ran for the first two days until the
riots started and came back. Hecalled me names for it. So,

I recalled that to him, on the way to the airport. I said,
"My God, to think you were fussing about my running with the
bulls in Spain, and here you are going into this thing."

Leo laughed and said, "Well, like I say, you got a job
to do, you can't be afraid, you have got to do it." That was

my last conversation with Leo, apart from the telephone

Ll




Mr. Holsinger. That was considered. I don't know whether
the request was ever made.

Mr. Berdeés. Okay.

Mr. Spalatin, Requested from the State Department?‘

Mr. Holsinger. The State Department did say, and it is
in here someplace -- whether it was down in Guyana or here --
they were not in a position to afford Protection to Leo should
it be necessary.

Mr. Berdes. But any apprehension that he had had over
and above that, he had tried to submerge in keeping with his
belief that he had to do so in order to do his job?

Mr. Holsinger. That is correct. None of that element of
danger was ever transmitted from the State Department.

Mr. Smeeton. The danger, as I understand it, that was
perceived was learned of through contact with defectors.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Smeeton.They pointed out the potential danger and the

hostility that he might encounter. And possibly Lane, too.

Mr. Spalatin. That is what I wanted to ask.

Mr. Holsinger. The only thini?@e have from Lane was just
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Mr. Spalatin,

Mark Lane had said in his press
conference down in Guyana, which was transmitted here, that
the CIA and other agencies were trying to infiltrate and
destroy the Peoples Temple. Leo felt taking arms in there --
first of all, if the teports of all the guns down there were
true, it wouldn't have been g contest anyhow. It turned out
they did have considerable ammunition.

So, taking guns in there would/have been a provocation and

/

an excuse. They could have claime ;. shot first.

Mr. Spalatin. It would afford them that opportunity.

Mr. Smeeton. Well, in that re ard, regarding arms and
so on and so forthm%ct with the Treasury
Department or the Customs Bureau in particular, regarding the

smuggling of arms in there?

Mr. Holsinger. I am not sure that we ever made that
contact. I know that other people did. I know the reporte;s
did. I know the other people made a request. I am not sure

whether our office -- it is my impression that we did not get

into that aspect of the case ahead of time.

Could I make a phone call to the FBI waiting for me?

(Brief recess)
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ferreted out of neys accounts --

1t seems to me, going way,

way back to the inception of this Temple in the early days"

in Indianapolis, whenever Jones perceived a threat to the

institution from the outside he resorted to rather intimidating

tactics to cope with that threat,

In view of that, I was wondering once you and Leo got

very much involved in this thing, starting from say early 1977

on to the time he departed, did you or Leo or anybody on the
staff receive intimidating phone calls or threats from any
members of the cult saying that if you pursue this, or

went down there, they would take appropriate measures?

Mr. Holsinger. No.
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Mr. Smeeton. 7o liquidate You or something?

Mr. Holsinger. No. What we dig get, we got a tremendous

volume of mail from individuals ang prominent public figures,

state and national, in SUPPOrt of Jones. They would send us

endorsements from beople. Jones was 3 master at public

relations. Such things as, "You wouldn't want to make a

mistake. Look at all these fine people. They are misusing

your name." They would send petitions through. They tried in

effect political pressure of all types. But they made no

threats against us of a pPhysical nature. I don't think they
ever anticipated that even if this crazy Irishman were able to
get down there he would be able to penetrate the defenses they
had built in depth, both through our embassy and the Guyanese
government.

Now, I would like to spell one other thing out, because

think it is important for your record. It has to do with

the press and the media.

Mr. Berdes: I was about to ask you where the initiative
for the media accompanying Leo on this venture started.

Mr. Holsinger. It was not Leo's initiative. Half-way
through the thing, as we were getting into it, we received a

call from Gordon Lindsay, who said he was doing a story for

the National Enquirer. He had heard as a possibility that

Leo might go to Guyana to investigate the Peoples Temple.

He had a great deal of information, having spend two-and-a-half
e ha

been down there, overflown the jungle.

years on this, He had




attempting to get any publicity,

this was strictly a matter

of going down and finding out. He thought that coming back,

whatever he found would be made public. And he wanted to

build a fire here in Congress to get a fuller scale investiga-
tion based upon his initial findings.

When I told #+® about the National Enquirer he shrugged
and said, "Well, why not. If the guy has worthwhile informa-
tion." We looked at it and found it was really senational
information. We thought it was sensational at the time.

Mr. Berdes. Do you use that word "sensational" in a
pejorative sense?

Mr. Holsinger. We thought it was sensational in terms
of being overstated. We couldn't believe it. But we thought
it was worth investigating. It turned out to be all too true.
But we thought of it in terms of being overstated at the time.

Mr. Spalatin. When was this contact made by Gordon
Lindsay?

Mr. Holsinger. I think that was in September. So we

said, "Okay, if you want to go along." He was going to do
’ ’




"~

64

an exclusive story. He called me a Iittle later, because T

was in touch by this time,

with the National Enquirer,

and they were

7ana. He wanted to know if

he could go along as Part of the congressional party. I said

"Absolutely not, of course -- YOu can't de that." ang so

el s abid At ey don't know what I'm going to do. T hate to

miss out on the SitE@EyE

He called back a day or two later and said he had been in

touch with NBC television. They were doing a network Special

on cults and he had talked to the NBC-TV people, and Don
Harris in particular, and what about NBC going down, and discuss
ik SwilEha e o N ATid heo said, "Well, if they want to go along,
that might be a good way to break it and build up public opinion
in this country." At this time he was expecting there was more
truth than fiction to the stories and allegations -- by this
time.

A few days later -- so that was agreed to. Then a few
days later, and I am not sure of the dates exactly -- T will
have to check with Tim —-- but it was my belief that it was
around the third of November, a Friday, that I had a call from

Tim Reiterman of the San Francisco Examiner, who had some

some earlier stories on the Peoples Temple. And he said

They were

he had been talking to some Concerned Relatives.

D
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telling him the POssiblity that Leo might be going to Guyana

some of the Concerneg Relatives -- was there anything to that.

] licy @ -
And since our POLicy has always been never to lie to the press -

T

ou may say "No cor— T S
Y Y Y orment €ltier no comment or you tell them

the truth. I saig, e, e e matter of fact he is

pPlanning to go down to Guyana, to the Peoples Temple." He

- o =~ 3 11y, T .
asked when. I szig, Well, he is scheduled to leave around

the 1l4th of November." ang +

Bh

is was around the third of

November. He said, "can T go?" And I said, "Well, it's up

to you. You know the FETSENI ST up to your paper what you

want to do."

He called bzck zng

—t

wanted to know whether Leo would get

into Jonestown. id I dién't know. Would Leo take him

10)]
o

along? I said I didn't know; he would do everything he
could -- but NBC-TV was going. I told him that at the time.

I also called NBC-TV that Reiterman had called and the
Examiner might be sending somebody. They called back later
in the day from the Examiner and said they definitely wanted
to go. It seemecd the more I told them we couldn't guarantee
anything, and the more I down-played it, the more anxious
they got to go -- which is something I guess we should all
learn about the mediz.

Mr. Spalatin. Could I interject here as an aside.

i famili azlso accompanied Leo on this
Members of interested families als P

trip.
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Mr. Holsinger. yoy Will find in this record here at

the October 25 eeting the Plans were finally set. ILeo

S .y . .
warned them they were golng in a Separate group.

ME.  Spaliatim: They travelleg together, dig they not?

Mr. Holsinger. No. They travelled from San Francisco

to New York alone. He told them what Plane he was going to

be on. He tolg them they hag to m

ments. He just tolg them whzs £

a2t flight he was taking down. They

were responsible for their own travel arrangements, hotel

accommodations. All he was tel

=

ing them is where he was going

and when.

Mr. Spalatin. How Many were in that so-called private

group?

Mr. Holsinger. Approximately eighteen. And ILeo suggested

they pick two or three people as their spokespersons, with

which he dealt. They allwnted to go. Jackie's advice was
he cut the party of Concerned Relatives to four, allow only
four to go from New York toc Georcezown. That was Jackie's

advice. Leo was very touched by these people and by their

eagerness to get down there, and he said it was up to them.
He warned them they were not part of his party, but it was

up to them to go down there. 3ut he could only deal with a
couple of them; he couldn't deal with the whole group.

Mr. Spalatin. So there were eighteen of those people,

three of whom —--

| /
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Mr. Holsinger. Spokespersons, yes

¥r. Holsinger. Well,

. _ G@olgeﬁrwv;
HMr. Spalatin. Jonestowm —— excuse me.

Mr. Holsinger. Okay.

they all went to Georgetown.

There was the matter of how much

room they had in the Plane. By that time it grew a little bit.

The Examiner had called. Then over the weekemdI was concerned
because there were twWwo major papers in the San Francisco Bay
area, the Chronicle and the Examiner. andg here the man from
A
the Examiner had called us. But the Chronicle also-run= storiegd
on this matter. And I was concerned that if we didn't tell the
Chronicle, let them know Leo was taking a trip, they would be
vVery upset by unequal treatment of the press. We have always
tried for egual treatment if we possibly could. f57
“ o rnad
We agreed that I would call the city editor, Dave Peartmaft,
of the Chronicle, and I called him on Monday, November 6. What
I did was -- the Chronicle had endorsed Leo in the general
election, althouch they endorsed his primary opponent. So
I called just to tell Dave thank you for the endorsement,
because the election was the next day.
We had had Leo in there in September to meet with the

editorial board and discuss his trips to the Middle East,

his International Relations Committee work -- because they

Since

were not as familiar with what he was doing in IR.
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thought it was time he 9ot acquainted with the Chronicle boarq,

They liked him Very much.

impressions, which he refused to do. He said, "This is what

happened. My impressions are not germane. This was the

dialogue."

They told me later they maybe missed a bet on that.

I called Dave on the sixth and said "Thank you for the
endorsement. 2nd by the way, Leo is off on another junket."
Ee laughed at the word "junket." "Where is he going this
time?" "Down to CGuyana." "The Peoples Temple?" "Yes, the
Peoples Temple." He said, "We've done stories on that."

I said, "I know you have." He said, "Well, I don't think we
can send anybody down there." I said, "We're not asking you.
We are just letting you know he is going there."

Then later he called back. He said they might want to
do a little story on that. "Do you mind if we do a story
before Leo goes, or maybe when he comes back?" I said,
"Whenever you want." He said, "Can Leo come in and talk to
us?" I said the only time to do it was the next day,

Election Day. So Leo went in and talked to Marshall Kilduff




Put an article ip the paper the following day,

day following the e€lction,

which was almost hidden, because

it was the day after the election, stating that Leo was going

to take this (75159

Thgn there was a call back 1ate Tuesday afternoon. Kilduff

had called after the interview with Leo, and he gave me the

Same routine, how can they be sure it is worth the money.

And I said, "Fine, forget it."

But then finally Ron Javers called back. Hels ahi T have
been assigned to go. We have decided to go."

And that is how another man —-- the Examiner took a
photographer along. There were four NBC-TV crew.

Mr. Smeeton. Reitermar was the Examiner photographer?

Mr. Holsinger. He was the Examiner reporter. Gregg
Robinson, who was killed, was the photographer. One person
from the Chronicle. And then on Tuesday morning I had a call
from a woman on the Washington Post who had somehow heard of
this and said they had a man in Nicaragua, I guess it was, who
was on their South American area, and gave me his name.

Mr. Smeeton. That is Charles Krause, I guess.

Mr.,Holsinger. She gave me his name, Charles Krause.

She asked me to get the information to Leo and Jackie that he

would be trying to show up in Georgetown -- because by that
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SR feicag e ConSiderable diffiCUltY On the part of the

newsmen in getting entry wvis

There was an apparent blatant attempt to block their

entry by Laurence Mann, the Guyanese Ambassador to the United

States here in Washington, They made it very difficult ang

tried to keep any Neéwsmen, media beople, from going in.

So I called é%ﬁﬁ:_ Jacki%%gégliﬁ?i left for National
Airport to 9O o New ¥York, ang I hadsgzgmgffice get in touch
with Jackie and reo at the Nationzl Airport to tell them that
Charles Krause would be showing wo possible in Georgetown from
the Washington Post, and I hag discussed it with the Post —-

to let them know tha: SO when he zoproached they would know

who he was.

By this time we were all paranoid about spies. T even
went out on some of ny son's interviewﬂ%apeﬂ&,just to be
around when he was interviewing somebody in a public place,

. i - = ]
for fear it was a setup, a trap. That's how scared I was.

I was tailing my own son on his interviews to be sure he

wasn't being set up.
So that was the last member of the press.
You had four from NBC, three San Francisco people, and you

had one Washington Post person. That makes a total of eight.

Mr. Berdes. Eight newsmen and eighteen private citizens.

Mr. Holsinger. And Leo and Jackie and Jim Schollaert. A

total of twenty-seven.
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Mr. Berdes. ang the understanding was that of the

elghteen private Citizens, three would pe designated as

spokesmen.

Mr. Holsinger. Three or four. PFirst it was two or three.

It turned out finally four People went on the plane over to

Jonestown, four of the concerned relatives.

Mr. Berdes. Who arranged for the pPlanes? There were two

planes that went to Jonestown. Who arranged for those airplaneg

Mr. Holsinger. It is my belief, and I think the record

will bear it out —— at least they were considering this --

/

that the Concerned Relatives would pay for the planes.?¢

Mr. Berdes. That was your understanding prior to Leo's

departure?

Mr. SHolsinger. . ¥Yes. They discussed where they could
get chartered flights. We were told how difficult it was,
that the only plane available would be from the government
of Guyana itself. We got all sorts of reports on the
availability or unavailability of planes and of ground
transportation from the air strip over to Jonestown.

Mr. Berdes. Did Leo Ryan ever express to you prior
to his departure any understanding of the number of people who
would go in and the size of the planes in terms of the number
of people who might be coming out?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. We were told at one time the only

things available were two five-seaters. And Leo just said,

Luyama, |
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"We'll make that decision whep We get there. We will e

very best we can. we wWill do what We can to find what o s

is and make the g ERE i acieal! '
€ most of jt_n He saig, "we w1lll have to go

down there to fing out what isg really available or not avail-

n -
able. We were unable to determine for sure from here. But

our record will show how much we tried to get thatinformation.

Mr. Berdes. But there Wastia fForesthoughitNintheo ks mind
on the idea of having Space available on those pPlanes to bring
people out with him.

Mr. Holsinger. ves. As & matter of fact, the second
plane went over, a small plane went owver to bring them out,
because he wanted all the transportation he could get by that
time -- because of the number of people that appeared to be
wanting to come out. He didn's: want to leave anybody there
in a threatened position who indicated a desire to come out.
He did say ahead of time to me and to some of the relatives
that if there were people there being held against their will
who would choose to leave, that he would personally help take
them out. He couldn't conceive of a congressional delegation
being impeded. He thought -- really, if you want to know
what he really thought was going to happen, I will tell you

that.

Mr. Berdes. He expressed these views to you.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. His opinion was that he would

probably be denied access to Jonestown, but that he would take
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By this time

some (bncerned Relativeg and the media with him

he had startedito think of the media as being his Protection

When they came in, he said, "That'sg Pretty good, that coulg

bethel pREriuisseme = only in bringing the lessage back to this

country, but in Protecting him, in Protecting his party. ‘What

he anticipated was he Would be deniegd permission for entry

toJonestown, but somehow he would get transportation over

to that area; they would 90 up to the gates of Jonestown, have

the gates locked to them, because it would be their property,

and they would not intrude on the private property of the
Peoples Temple. But they would make a Teasonable attempt to
geE ainsSand having the media there pPhotographing that and

it being proved that it Was not an open place, they would then
bring back a report to Congress and to the people of this
country showing that it was not what it purported to be. And
that was his estimate of what the result would be.

Mr. Spalatin. So he never thought he would get in.

Mr. Holsinger. He was determined to try to get in. But
he also said he would have to have the cooperation of embassy
and of the government of Guyana to get in. He knew that.

He figured he would put pressure on our embassy to put pressuré
on the government of Guyana, to put pressure on the Peoples

Temple to gain access.

He felt that he could exert enough pressure on our

government, our embassy officials, to put pressure on the
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government of Guyana.

But given the circumstances, he could not see himself

kicking down al1l the doors, He felt that Somewhere along

the line he would pProbably be impeded. But he was going to do
everything he could to get in.

Mr. Smeeton.

Guyana?

Mr. Holsinger. gHENEeportslyaE that the Peoples Temple
had compromised important People in the government, including
Laurence Mann, the Guyanese Ambassador here, whose constant
companion twenty-four hours a day when he was back in
Guyana was Paula Adams, a member of the Peoples Temple, who
reportedly had taped their moments in bed together, their
times in bed together, had given reports of that to other
members of the Guyanese government, indicating in effect they
had information on them. We also had reports of a million
dollars paid by Jim Jones to Forbes Burnham personally,
in the government. These were all reports that we had. We
had no verification.

Mr. Berdes. These were from defectors?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Berdes. This information.

Mr. Holsinger Yes. And so this was all raw material

We also had reports from defectors.

that we were looking into.
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taken prior to thentrip, of his

My son's notes are in here,

interview with one of the members, the Qliver couple. ILet

€ Jjust read it to you, And this is the most serious thing

I have to say today, as far as conjecture is concerned. I

am saying it only because it was in the notes, the question

raised by the Oliver family. But you will find it in the

notes anyhow. So T might as well point it out to you here

today.

Mr. Berdes. Would you identify the document.

Mr. Holsinger. The document is dated San Francisco, ?K
S=le=H el nhesEaEa i Ehs notes of Will Holsinger. It is
my writing at the bottom identifying his handwriting and his
notes. These were interviews with various people. He later
transcribed these and some of them were put into typing,
about the different people and who they were, both the good

guys and the bad guys down there, the dangerous ones and the

people trying to get out.

Mr. Berdes.. As seen by the Olivers.

Mr. Holsinger. This headline says "Olivers". I am
quoting from here now. "Richard McCoy -- on Jones' payroll?"

Mr. Berdes. Those are very serious allegations regarding

ho
the reputation of a State Department employee $ﬁ*€h' ag/ayon
know, the State Department has investigated and has given him
> 4

e exoneration, in fact suggesting that McCoy was
-a—gomplete ex

sensitive enough of the possibility of compromise to the Exeenty

{ { /

‘ ‘ / p y
. v ; ‘
A Ao AS f &4 /Nt
104 . {



Highlight

Highlight


76

that he went TO great lengths to avoig it. One is therefore

compelled to voint out that those are allegations.

I stipulate that these are allegations,

a question raiseg t i
q a d by the Olivers to 1Y son on September G,

HO 7 ER

Mr. Berdes. 1 understand that.
- - G - :
Hr. Holsinger. Thisg 1S not a charge. The question mark

1s on here. 2znd thisg 1S a question that they raised with

in the employ of Congressman Ryan?
Mr. Holsinger. No. He was only on a part-time basis

from September 11 to November 11.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. I think upon the basis of all the

- L

Mr. Berdes. Tom, why don't you pursue that line you

just raised here.

Mr, Smeeton.

his and the Forbes Burnham government.

Mr. Berdes Can we make sure as we move through this

&ﬁf we establish whether these are allegations, speculations

my son.

Mr. Berdes. Dig they elaborate cn that in detail?

Mr. Holsinger. I would have to ask my son. This is a
note that he made. All I have here is this note.

Mr. Berdes. Your son is in San Francisco now. Is he still

Mr. Berdes. Will he be availzble to us for an interview?

tapes and interviews he did, you may well want to talk to him.

Regarding the relationship between Jones and
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A
or whether there ig any evidenc tgza 1a
g )

. e’ 1 5
S YO LAl TrarTes u_y way—

T~

preo ROl i L would say as this point these were

practically all allegations that Leo went down to investigate.

Mr. Smeeton. As T recall, you indicated that the source

1 + YT 1 3 .
for the information you just gave regarding the connections

between the Jonestown hierarchy ang Forbes Burnham came from

defectors. Would you be in a position to indicate which ones?

Mr. Holsinger. That is in the record.
Mr. Smeeton. It is all in the record.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Smeeton. And would you be in a position to tell us

which ones can be reached?aadmse—ea%%—

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. We have in the record also names,
addresses and telephone numbers of practically all of these
people, the ones who survived.

It is ironicto note, just for your information at this
point, that when the little plane, the small plane got out

of there -- they would have massacred them also --

Mr. Smeeton. This is the one that contained the NBC

producer, Mr.-‘“~j£zzclz'

Mr. Holsinger. ©No, I don't think so. He got out the

next day This was the time of the massacre. There were four
crew members and one woman who apparently was wounded in that

small plane -- four crew members plus the one woman lying on

¥

% i . A A 't:," .
ﬁ . twyxjﬂ (—,‘},(,l"f‘r;.‘a’” Kl KL

¥
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floor of the plane. Those five 9ot out. Her name, ironically,

1s Carol Houston Boyd. She was Sam Houston's daugher and
Bob Houston's sister,
girls.

in that little plane,

Ihie SHESUREES) 2l year-and-a-half ago in San Bruno and wound

up with her being the one Person who got out in the plane.

It is our Speculation, backed up by some, I guess, reports

from there that the original plan was for Larry Layton to

shoot the pilot in midair, and they would all go down in the
jungle. And that is why Jones boasted to Garry and Lane that
he, God, would see that they perished. When the two planes
showed up that became a difficult problem.

Mr. BerdesS. I'm sorry. Can we backtrack just a moment.
Were there two planes used to bring the party into Jonestown?

Mr. Holsinger. No, one.

Mr. Berdes. Did it then return to Georgetown?

Mr. Holsinger. I am not sure whether it stayed there or
returned. But I do know Leo asked for an additional plane
to come out because there were more people coming out. The

plane going out --

Mr. Smeeton. That was the Cessna, I think. Wasn't the Ot{

(e

the bigger of the two planes? I think i;4was disabled during

the attack.

The other one left under fire. Leo called

Mr. Holsinger.

er
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R e plane to take Tore people out. Ang besides

that Mark Lane and I think 4 member of the Peoples Tempile

from Georgetown REne Staying behind. ang then he needeg

additional planes.

Mr. Berdes. po You know what means of communication he

used?

Mr. Holsinger. With Jonestown?
Mr. BerdeS, From Jonestown to Georgetown.

Mr. Holsinger. The only communication was the Peoples

Temple radio.

Mr. Smeeton. That would be from Jonestown to their

Georgetown headquarters?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. I don't know any other way he
could have -- it may have been that the Deputy Chief of
Mission may have used -- I would assume the Deputy Chief

of Mission was the one who got the message back for Leo to

Georgetown.

Mr. BerdeS. We can establish this with Jim Schollaert
tomorrow, because he spoke with Leo while Jim was in

Georgetown and Leo was in Jonestown.

Mr. Holsinger. All right. Now, what happened was when
Layton opened fire, the gun jammed. That was a signal for

the attack from the flatbed truck and the tractor. And his

gun was wrested away from him. He was searched before he got

on the plane. What happened wat that Leo was very aware of
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he da B
the nger ~€0ples Temple refugees were saying watch that

uy, he's not ¢ £ ;
guyy, T NSO ?S’ My report is he got on the smailj

€0 wanted hip on that plane, Apparently

He came back out of the plane

and Tim Reiter—an of + i 3
EEE28n 0F the San Francisco Examiner searched him.

He got back on the ©lane andg obpened fire. Whether he had
Se€crected the cun on the Plane or hidden it in his crotch or

someplace we don't know. But the report that T got was that

the intention was =g kill them all, the entire party, get
rid of their bodies, and claim they didn't know what happened

to them. But when the small plane got away and escaped, they

I-AC

knew that that plan failed, and that is why they didn't stay
and kill evervbody.

They went back to the Peoples Temple to report to Jones.

1

And that is when the rest of it came into action.
We knew zbout the proposed suicide ritual because we had
been told@ that Jones, even in San Francisco and elsewhere,

he would go tc extreme psychological lengths to test people.

ign cofessions of crimes they didn't

n

He would hawve them

commit. He would hzave them sign a statement of sexual

)

perversion that never happened. He twisted them into trust,

il

trust, kErust znd then told them "We are all going to
’J . Laa

commit suicide, we will all drink this and in thirty minutes
e Vd L

all of us will be dead."
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Mr. Spalatin. voy knew all this before

Mr. Holsinger. Yes, these Were the reports.

Mr. Spalatin. Based on allegations made by defectors.

Mr. i r o
Ir. Holsinger. Yes. Then a-cer forty-five minutes Jim

would laugh and say, "Trial run; just wanted to see if you

trusted me."

So you hear those things. zng they did it repeatedly.

You begin to think of it more as & way of holding together,
not as something you intend to do but as a way of proving
control. And that is the way we thought of it. Some people
salild), He PR S is i mo s T S R you know? Leo went down
to find out.

But we knew of the reports of the heavy gun concentrations
there. We had heard report of the gun-running. We heard
it was with the complicity of the Cuyanese government. It
could only have happened with their complicity. That could
only have been done with the approwval and knowledge of the
Guyanese government, no other way.

Mr. Smeeton. All of this again was from defectors.

None of this you learned through the executive branch
or the State Department.

Mr. Holsinger. NoO. i : é% : {
LI LANLL

Mr. Smeeton. You didn't learn nything4about the possible

connection between the Forbes Burnham government and Jones.

Mr. Holsinger We had been told there was that connection
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before we went down.

Mr. Smeeton. By the State Department?

Mr. Holsi i
lsinger. No. The one thing the State Department

daidit
d to us was to Suggest to be careful with Laurence Mann, the

Ambassador from Guyana to the United States

Let me go into the S e lel Ion GHLEE Ll slie wer) e how
difficult they made it for the media to go along.

When the NBC-TV crew tried to get in they said unless
they had this very day -- unless they had all the information,
the serial numbers of the cameras, who was in the party, all
their social security numbers, all their IDs, and the records
of all their equipment and the serial numbers, they wouldn't
be allowed in. This was on a Thursday afternoon.

Mr. Spalatin. This is when the group was in Georgetown?
Mr. Holsinger. No, this was here. This was on the
ninth of November. And this was at the same time that we were

meeting with the NBC-TV crew in San Francisco. They told us
about it. They said all these restrictions had been placed
on them. But they had beaten it by seven minutes, because
they had an affiliate here in Washington to give them the
list of things and delivered all the information with seven
minutes to go, seven minutes before five on the ninth of
And of course the Embassy never thoughtthey could

November.

could do 1it.

When the Examiner and the Chronicle got in touch, some
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wom%h answered the phone ang said, "We have tomorrow of f

! . .
and we can't get to it until Monday and that's probably too

n 4
late. They were calling us frantically from the two newspapers

RSl S Ly finally went along with Leo just on trust

because they had no idea whether they were going to be let in

the country or not. And this was the same ambassador from whom

we had reports of being compromised by the Peoples Temple,
the girl in Guyana.
Mr. Smeeton. Where was he during all of this time?
Mr. Holsinger. Apparently in Washington.

Mr. Smeeton. When you left —-

Mr. Berdes. I'm sorry. Let's establish who "he" is.

Mr. Holsinger. Laurence Mann is the Ambassador from
Guyana to the United States.

Mr. Smeeton. Now, as far as you know, he remained in
Washington. He did not go to Georgetown.

Mr. Holsinger. As far as I know. He may have gone
down, I don't know, when Lane went down. But I am not sure
of that.

Mr. Berde®¥. You realize the seriousness of these

comments.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. That is why I am here.

Mr. Berdes. Of course.

Mr. Holsinger. I am here for Leo. I want to talk a littlg

: : about Mark
bit later about the conversation I had with Garry
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Lane and so on. Because T hag that conversation.

So let me know when You want to go into that.

Mr. Spalatin. I want to hear that, of course. The

scenario is getting a little muddy for me.

Mr. Holsinger. I'm sorry.

Mr. Spalatin. No -- we are trying to catch up with you.

. : .
I'm just curious at the November 9 meeting in San Francisco,

with the NBC people and Leo -- and I believe you were there,
too.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes.

Mr. Spalatin. And there was discussion of potential harm g
safety considerations or violence. And the NBC people --

Mr. Holsinger. They were taking the biggest, strongest
@uys they could find. They expected possible physical violence)|
beating up.

Mr. Smeeton. Bob Brown apparently was quite concerned,
is that correct, based on news stories.

Mr. Holsinger. Bob was --

Mr. Smeeton. He told his family "Don't expect me to
come back" or somethingﬁ—_,[&l(/ /M«

Mr. Holsinger. I don't know about that. But Bob --
I ééﬁééaééééﬁi;nﬂﬁﬁzg.it was -Beb—e® Don Harris who told me, -
he said that Bob was the toughest buy he had seen and that
he would go with him through hell, because Bob was

really so fearless and such a courageous man, that he said

13




while and strong person. Don spoke about having big people.

When I met Tim Rei i
elterman at the airport I said to Don "Is

this guy big enough for you?" because we were expecting possibly

~&

intimidation tactics.
Mr. Spalatin. My question was dig the newsmen express

this need? Did they confirm your and Leo's position not to

have armed individuals with you?

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. They knew it would be helpless
if the reports were true, they would be outgunned. They élso
knew it could be used as a provocation. As later stated, Leo
felt safety with them and they felt safety with Leo.

Mr. Spalatin. They flew down from New York to Georgetown.

Mr. Holsinger. They left at three o'clock in the
afternoon from New York. That was the scheduled time of
departure. It was scheduled to arrive in Georgetown around
11:30 at night. My information is that they arrived around

midnight in Georgetown.

Mr. Spalatin. And then the next day they met with the

Ambassador.
Mr. Holsinger. No. It took a while to get to the
Ambassador. They got there -- the next day, the 15th, was a

Wednesday. And Leo had stayed at the Ambassador's home. The

rest of them stayed at the hotel.
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Mr. Spalatin. Wwas the Ambassador there with#Hﬁﬁﬁbf)

Mr. Holsinger. At the Ambassador's home, yes. Burke

WS iel SRR n oy trying to convince Burke of the

T + : ;
SEELRUSIIES SO ET I R e T o was not really -- he

was backing and filling ang pushing off, according to Leo.

Leo went over to the Peoples Temple house and said, "Hey,

I'm the bad guy; do you want to talk.

Leo began a series of maneuvers designed to break down
the resistance to at least meeting with people from the
Peoples Temple. He came back and reported to the press.

I think we went over that visit. What happened was he decided
on the spur of the moment to go over there, because he was
being frustrated. The only news person around was the

man from the Washington Post. So he said "I'm going to go
over. Do you want to go with me?" The other newspapermen
were unhappy he had just picked one of them to go. But it

1

wasn't planned. He said, "Let's do something," and he went.

mﬁﬁ)(//:v/‘/n(/k//
And their guy was there, and he said, "Do you want to go
with me?"

Mr. Spalatin. This is the Peoples Temple in Georgetown.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes, at their house there. And there
was an interview on that by somebody printed in the paper.

One of the other newsmen himself went over later. They were

trying to probe and push in. I am not sure when the meeting

with —— Leo finally arranged a meeting, I think it was on
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With Concerneqg relativeg, They

It is one thing to reag
But these People were 5o real and

SSPRRAR thasak began to 9et through tq the Ambassador.

Ambassador Was shaken, so much so that he said "I have to

Start believing some of this:CfWhy don'édgééégick up the

phone ang call the Peoples Temple House here in Georgetown

and tell then ¥ou want to be able to come out there." He

did. That was the first crack in the whole elaborate structure
of protection. Because that call, according to Jim Schollaert A
he believes that that call was what started Jim Jones to

crack, because this was the first fissure.  He knew once they
got in there it was going to be like breaking through a thin
line. That is when Jones called for Mark Lane and Garry and
that is -- I'm not sure of the time but it appears to be a close

equence in time between that meeting with the Ambassador
seq

and the decision to have Lane and Garry come down.

Smeeton After that meeting with the Ambassador,
Mr. me .

i
immediately flew to Jonestown:
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1 Mr Holsip
K ger,
They May havye been on their Way before
2 that because 7
¢ Leo wag €Xerting all sorts of pres d
| r Sure and the
3 media were there,

I thj
nk they were Saying to themselves in

4 effect "Hey, R an j ‘4U$%1
’ r Ry 1S a@etigén%ﬁth the pregg.

They were

6 went down there to negotigte
& Mr. Smeeton They didn'¢ Participate in thig session.
8 e Holsinger, Ne. "As 5 HEIBEEE ©F SEsvers . newsmen
9 were barred frop that session by the fmbassador. The newsmen
10 were kind of ticked ofr, But some of the concerned relatives
11 came out and gave the results of their meeting to the newsmen.
12 So I am not sure of the sequence. 1 think almost certainly
13 because of the time that Garry and Lane would have had to be .
14 down, on the way, while this meeting was taking place -- but
15 because there were already press stories coming out, and

16 they were taking the definite bent that they were being

17 denied the right of access to this place that you could i

Supposedly get in and out of. Leo was beginning to win the
18

19 publie relations battle.

T ight. And it was during
They had a party Thursday nig

20

21 that -- the decision was still up in the air as to whether

22 to get the party into Jonestown. Apparently Garry and
Lane, whose job it was to conduct public relations probably

23 more’than legal work for the Peoples Temple -- and I will

4

to thapi==SeheyveicESURECSCeREeRUEREIERESEE e
come back to

25
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11

12

13

14

15

16
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18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

much doubt, and it woulg

for the Concerneq relatives if they

Mr. Spalatin, Excuse pe

- Do you know, Joe, when this

consul i e i
et don RS Emech Lane ang Garry and Jones took place? Was

it from Georgetown?

M. HOlSinger. It was on the radio. It had to be on

the shortwave radio,

Apparently Lane ang Garry, according to their own account,

and according to Jim Schollaert, who was there, and according
to Leo's phonecall that night up here -- that is the night
he said they wefe a bunch of turkeys.

Me. Spalatis. Thursday night.

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. It looked like they might be getting

in At fivst lenly Leg/eﬁiyEand a couple of concerned

relatives, no press. That was their demand. And Leo held out
V4

for the media by that time because he was beginning to

T t along each dav that there
realize even more and more as he went a g v

significant danger. So he again was looking at his only
was

i i i hen Jones
i i iia. So when it came time w
protection being the med

£ t, that is when Garry
i have them come out,

finally agreed to

hanging on them, because
‘ai that Leo kept c

and Lane claimed

: 3 them convinced to go out by
first they had
they thought at
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

24

25

Support that POsitigp

SO the party that ye

included Leo ang Jackie

from Georgetown, a member

their protocol Officers,

nt out

Oof the government of Guyana, one of

and the Deputy Chief of Mission.

There was only room for three relatives on the plane. ILeo

explained to +hem that it

them to be on personally.
wanted one more person on
to stand by. At the very
to Carol Houston Boyd and
got on the plane, because

along.

we can take," and then he

Mr. Berdes. Where was she? /h@f,é}rr&y/'

She is the one that got out. g &

Mr. Holsinger.
Mr Spalatin.
four crew members.

Mr. Holsinger.

And they agreed to that. But Leo
the plane. He whispered to_¢£%%¥
end, he opened the door and beckoned
said, "Come on." That is how Carol

Leo knew he was going to do it all

They were just waiting until he said *This is all

put one more on.

7>

After the shooting, she got out with the

Again, the thread runs through this.

r to the best of my recollection,
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11

12

13

14

back on the smaij p

two e ke girls,

that, to get her op the Plane,

wasn't room,

Mr. Holsinger. Yes. That jig how she was on the floor
Oof the smalil Plane. When they took Off, she was there.
Sam Houston'sg wife was also in Georgetown. ang she happened
to be -- the Peoples Temple hadg Specifically requested that
Mrs. Houston, carol's mother, Sam's wife, be one of the people
to come out, When they were talking about the party earlier,
Leo and just three or four members of the concerned relatives,
and maybe Jackie, and no newsmen, they requested not Carol
Houston Boyd but carol Houston Boyd's mother, Sam's wife, who
is a very nice person, but obviously not very strong. And so
Leo made sure it was Carol who went out rather than her mother.

(e £esple b |
i le they felt were fairly
But thez4were going to take out people y

weak out there.

Let me talk about Charles Garry for a moment. You will
e

hen you review this material.
talk to me later w
Probably want to




d not been Consulted, and he was their

attorney. I calleg him and he wanted to see nme. So when

I went downtown, T Stopped first by the Examiner, then the
Chronicle. Then I went out to see him. 7 Spent two-and-a-half
hours with him, from about five o'clock to Seven-thirty on
Friday aftérnoon, November 10.

Garry was very upset because he was the general counsel
for the Peoples Temple and why hadn't we been in touch with
him; he was right there in San Francisco and so were we. T
showed him Leo's wire, showed him the wire to the State
Department -- to Ambassador Burke. I did not show him
the wire back from the State Department because I wasn't sure T
I just told him the emphasis was they had selected

could.

Lane as their attorney. He said did they say "attorney". 1

aid that was my understanding. And he was very upset. I
S

make more sense to us to have contacted
said "It seems to
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his attorney for that action, it is not up to us to call the

Parenthetically

was $15,000 a month .

Mr. i
r. Spalatin, From the Peoples Temple to Garry.

. .
Mr. Holsinger. To Garry. rThat had been going on for

quite some time.

He was very upset. 1 said, "mr. Garry, I knew that you were

the general counsel of recorg." But I said, "1 gig not know

whether you hag been fired or not by the Peoples Temple. When

W& communicate with a Principal and the Principal designates

former attorney possibly and say 'Have you been fired'". So

I said"The fact that you were not aware of all of this indicates

to me that somebody has aced you out of a pretty good thing."
And T said, "Maybe you better be in touch." He said, "I
already have." He said, "If they don't give me satisfaction
I will take all the files, everything I have here, and ship
them right down there."

He had introduced Mark Lane to Jim Jones. He had
known Mark Lane for many years. They were old friends. He
was the one that introduced him. And he was pretty upset

ith Mark Lane possibly. There was a lot more that went on,
w K

but I will give you a few highlights.

He told me about how happy the people were, how he

So I tolg Garry -- showed him the Correspondel

D

We were tolq, allegatibn
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how happy People were,
I sadides ing

!
Ve hearg all that, know al1 about that "

LSsabiid s Mas s Mmatter of fact,

1f you are not aware of it now

I said, "Tn one of those

broadcasts, they forgot to turn off the switch and they have

it on tape someone Plainly saying, "No, no, don't say it this

way, say it that way." And he paused and looked at me and
said, "Yes, I'm sure that happened. 1T don't see anything wrong
with that. I'm sure they were just helping them out." But
he blanched. He was taken aback. Because up to this time T
had been just a nice guy. At that point he understood that I
knew more about it than he thought I did.

Now, as a result of that meeting he was going to
call me back when he found out what was going on. He never
called me back. I made numerous phonecalls to him, and
he refused to return any of the calls. That is prior to
Leo's leaving. Because he had said he wanted to talk to Leo
about it, to let him know what the situation was.

Now, I hawa story coming out of the massacre, and I

do not want to quite my source on this. But the story

that I got was -- and maybe second- or third-hand, but it
a

hould be investigated and followed up -- that when they were
shou




no

(O3]

Occurred by a man nNamed Don Siliys

Mr. Spalatin. Did Ryan know about thisg message?

wad

Mr. Holsinger. No./{ i on thelr way back at the

airport, ,when the assassination
!

claimquif wWas going to occur. And Lane and. Garry both

wWas going to occur, Jones

said that conversation occurred between themselves and Jones.
When things started getting pretty heavy there, Jones told
Garry and Lane,according to my information they were upset,
talking to Jones -- and he said -- well, they didn't know how
to get out of there. He Satiicl TN give You a guide." He
brought up a guide to aid them to safety. And the name of

the guide, just to show you the control Jones had of his people,
the person who my information said led them to safety, was

Don Slf the man who had put the knife to Leo's throat.
14

Mr. Smeeton. He is the onedékgigg?:géfgfknife Leo in the

compound .

Mr. Holsinger. He was a big, strong man, six-foot-three.

lready had the knife at Leo's throat. Leo ducked it,
He alr

But I have no doubt in my mind

practically throwing him over.
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i1t was g Put-up job; that this wag
rehearsal, th

gun, and tha

Joe, doesn't that conflict with

Mr, Holsinger, I am Saying that jisg their Sstory. The

story that have ig Completely different,

Mr. Smeeton. Okay. Ang they asked for directions --

thevy saig they were going to recorqd 1t For history.

My, Holsinger. From what I have heard, that is g
manufactured story. I want that story checked out about
Don Sly. 1 zm saying there is another version of this.

I would zlso like to point out for the record, and check
this with Dwyer, the Deputy Chief of Mission, who is supposed
to have said that Leo was the most courageous man he had ever
Seen, because even after the knife attack, instead of Leo
running over to the truck and being afraid, Leo insisted on
staying behind to make sure that all oF the concerned relatives,
all of the people that wanted to leave would leave. And the
Deputy Chief of Mission had to order Leo out. In the name
of the goveranment he pulled rank on him, because Leo wasn't

oing to leave until every person that wanted to leave would
g 19 C "

Leo said to stay around and make sure they all got out.

leave.
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i

+ DOt only because of the

then being given a guide by Jip

Jones e c .
p TSonally, which would 1ndicate that Jim Jones wanted

them to tell pig Story, bus

because of the POssibility that

S1ly might have not died bys might have gotten out with theq,

Mr. Berdes. Has it beap established whether Sly ig cead

or alive?

Mr. Holsinger. 7 don't know.
Mr. Smeeton. 7T don't think so Yet. I have seen nothing

regarding that.

Mr. Holsinger. 1f that story is true, Sly could be loose.

Mr. Berdes. ang Lane angd Garry would know it,

Mr. Holsinger. Because they showed up along in Georgetown |
without having known the country -- they somehow made their
way miraculously back to Georgetown on their own. Not to
the Matthews Ridge, not to the enacmprient up there, where the
Guyanese government had a military establishment, but all the
way back to Georgetown, alone, through impenetrable jungle.
Come on!

Mr. Smeeton. I was under the impression they had caught
a flight out. That is false informétion, then.

Mr. Holsinger. I am not sure how they got out. I just

i is it w lifficult for anybody
don't know. The point,  is it was very d&i V.

', almost impossible to get through.
who didn't know that country
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But I think that that needs to

be gone over and over ang checked Completely. Because this

was the man who Put the knife to Leo's throat. This was the

man who was obviously a conspirator in the murder of Leo.

Mr. Smeeton. Come to think of it, in the Newsweek and
Time accounts T think -- was it Krause that went back? |

Mr. Spalatin. He went back two days afterwards.

Mr. Smeeton. He was looking --

Mr. Spalatin. No -- at the time.

Mr. Smeeton. This was after the massacre,ané—se—omw. He
went back and made a’égggzziéfeffort to look for people who
had either led the assault on the parties boarding the plane
or had been bad guys in the compound. And T don't recall
Sly's name being mentioned.

Mr. Holsinger. Can you imagine the circumstances now --
and I am just going to look at the possibility here -- just
the possibilities. If Sly were the one who led them out, and

-

h the one who put the knife to Leo's throat, making him
e were




obviously g, : o
led Lane ang

and make the

r 1f they accepted hig
help and kne
a New what happeneq, Where does that place them? I

don't know.

L"Ir. Bel‘des A
that informat

e

“T. Holsinger.

N -
Mr. Berdes. 15 there anything else, Joe?

Mr. Holsinger. 1 think there has been enough. What I

would prefer to do is to bring you back a complete set of

information of what I have, and try to arrange it for you

in an OEdeT iy Sequence. And I will also try to give you
this chronology. 1 will have to go through all our files
on this. But you know why I am here. I will give you full
cooperation.

Mr. Smeeton. You will probably get this transcript
in a couple of days. Then we can all review it to see how G
turned out. It may be that we may have to at least for the
moment, consider portions of this to be considered taken in
executive session.

Mr. Spalatin. I think right now --

Mr. Smeeton. I think maybe the whole thing for openers

should be treated that way.

Mr. Holsinger. I would agree with that -- because I am
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1 nervous about what ye are deallng th
wi
2 Mr. Smeeton Qe
This jg Pretty Sensitive information,
3 NSl st
RIEB Tieg fras & Very patriotic guy. I have no
Sl *nEentronten by bPart to compromise anyone jip any way.
5

d with you. And

+ confidential. hisg is something that is not

7 for publication, This is the bPersonal property of somebody

8 else. What T am referring to is these documents from Gordon

9 Lindsay.

10 Mr. Berdes. Is this the article itself?

11 Mr. Holsinger. Yes. I don't believe it is complete.

12 Mr. Smeeton. vYou mentioned Gordon Lindsay. I notice a
13 Robert Lindsay has been writing some recent accounts. He
14 is a new name zs far as I'm concerned on this story. I was
15 wondering if he is the same guy.
16 M Holsi/zzer. I don't know. ff»m M%
17 Mr. Smeeton.4 is a ne&W{ mes. These are &
i8 specials E/iq i the New York Times. i </
19 Mr. Holsinger. No, no. I know about this one. On
20 this one, this is San Francisco. Well, I can't say for sure.
21 I know that this particular account, in the New York Times,
22 was arranged by Autumn Ryan, Leo's mother. The New York
: has been a newspaper person herself. And
23 Times called. She ) I
T so we are protecting ?ackie, as you know. Another time

tion
t my efforts to get protec

. 1k to you abou

would like to ta

25




Mr. Holsi i
nger. They didn't think there was any

federal Participation POssible, They now believe there is,

7 And this ig all lower-

level Stuff. But when I came in last

night from San Francisco, Autumn tolg me she had Jackie talk

9 to a reporter from the New York Times. She talked to Jackie

10 about it. Jackie made the phone call herself because Jackie

11 was very upset. It was Jackie's idea. Jackie was very

12 upset about some of the reports she had been hearing on the

{
13 radio and TV and seeing in the Newspapers. And she felt,
14 at the time -- 1 might as well say for the record that she,

15 Jackie Speier, Autumn Ryan and myself all felt there was a

16 possibility that the State Department spokespersons were
17 trying to distort the record to Leo's discredit, for their 5
18 own protection, to tone the incident down, to confuse the

19 public But we felt there was a possibility of a concerted

effort to do that. And this is why Jackie spoke up.

20

21 You will be seeing a statement from Autumn Ryan within
22 the next few days in the form of a Letter to the Editor,

23 her statement on the whole affair, including the cults. And
24 I want you to know that is going to be coming. When you

hope, the anger and frustration
. i nderstand, I
see it, you will u

25
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dditi i et
a tional 1nformatlon, Some clarificatiop Seriher

Mr. H i i
Olsinger. a13 Tight. T appreciate this. I want the

record to be not only clear but dCCurate. It would be 3

terrible disaster if the allegations T have transmitteg

perhaps misjudgements I make, may hurt any innocent people.

I want to be Very careful about that. But at the same time

I think it is Obvious that the Ryan family, myself and Jackie
are all determined that the truth be known and that at least
LE arers 2ulil cehe truth, at least what can be shown is shown.

We think this is not just for Leo's memory, but he was so
dedicated to this country and what he was doing for the people
of this country -- that we feel the same way about it,

about what is good for this country, and it is for the people
of this country that we are doing this.

Mr. Berdes. Okay. Thank you very much.

(Whereupon at 5:15 p.m. the interview was concluded.)
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